Chapter 8 Political Parties

	Section Title
	Summary of key ideas/definition of key terms

	Founders' Opposition to Parties

	a) Founding Fathers did not desire or plan for the existence of political parties when they designed the Constitution

b) In practice, however, parties have played a critical role in the American political system since the 1790s

c) The United States has a two-party political system



	Functions of Political Parties
	(1) Nominating candidates for office; (2) structuring the voting choice; (3) proposing alternative government programs; (4) coordinating the actions of government officials.



	Historical Trial
	a) Jacksonian (1824-Civil War) Party convention invented (replaced caucus composed of members of Congress) nominate presidential candidates and two-party system emerged

b) Civil War and Sectionalism – 1930’s Comprehensive organizational form and appeal developed – both parties tried to straddle slavery issue. 1) Republicans dominated nationally but competition at local level. 2) Both parties split into two factions
c) New Deal – Present Reforms to reduce political corruption - also weakened parties. Use of primaries to replace nominating conventions. Favored nonpartisan elections at local level. Strict voter registration. Civil Service reform to eliminate patronage 


	Two-parties system
	a) Democratic Party, founded in 1828, and the Republican Party, founded in 1854 Most Americans see a difference between Democrats and Republicans (1) Democrats favored on issues such as poverty, the environment and health care (2) Republicans favored on issues such as national defense, foreign trade and crime 

(3) Parties evenly split on issues such as the economy and taxes
b) Evenly balanced nationally, not locally

c) Very few other countries have two-party system



	Minority parties
	A. Ideological parties: comprehensive, radical view; most enduring 

Examples: Socialist, Communist, Libertarian 

B. One-issue parties: address one concern, avoid others 

Examples: Free Soil, Know-Nothing, Prohibition 

C. Economic protest parties: regional, oppose depressions 

Examples: Greenback, Populist 

D. Factional parties: from split in a major party 

Examples: Bull Moose, Henry Wallace, American Independent 

E. Movements not producing parties; either slim chance of success or major parties accommodate 

Examples: civil rights, antiwar, labor 

F. Factional parties have had greatest influence 

1. 1992 and 1996, Ross Perot 

2. 2000 and 2004, Ralph Nader

	Presidential Nominating Process
	A. Parties must appease extreme wings during nominating process, but need a moderate candidate to win an election
B. Delegates not representative of voters—Democratic delegates much more liberal, Republican much more conservative 
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