Chapter 4
American political culture 

The American constitutional model and hoping to institute feature such as federalism, an elected president, a bicameral legislature, and separation of powers.

	Section Title
	Summary of Key ideas/ definition of key terms
	Constitutional/ Court connections

	Politics, Economics, and Religion
	-political culture is a distinctive and patterned way of thinking how political and economic life ought to be carried out.
- A political culture consists of fundamental assumptions about how political process should operate.

-American tends to believe the political system such as liberty, equality, democracy, civic duty, and individual responsibility.
-Americans believe that everyone should be equal politically but not necessarily economically and tend to make assumptions about the economic by liberty, equality, and individualism. 

	-Political culture is not to be confused with political ideology, which is a consistent set of views an individual might have concerning polices government ought to pursue.
- 1st amendment: freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly, and petition.

-15th amendment: states can’t deny any person the right to vote because of race. 

	Sources of Political Culture
	-The united states was fought over the liberty, so the American emphasis on rights is understandable.
-Americans have seeming preoccupation with rights and along standing mistrust of authority and power.
- Since no one is born innocent, no one can be trusted with power. Thus the constitution was designed to curb the darker side of human nature.

-Our political culture is religious diversity.
-The constitution protects religious freedom

All aspects of culture transmitted primarily through the family. The family shapes in subtle was how we think and act on political matters, including political arty affiliation. 

There is much cultural conflict in America politics because much depends on how we define a good citizen. However it also depend on older and younger people define.

There are two cultural classes in the united states that fight over the boundary between liberty and social control

-The orthodox: who believe that morality is more important than self-expression. They hold that moral rules more derived from the commands of god or the laws nature and thus can't be altered.

- The progressives: personal freedom is more important than traditional moral rules, which should be reevaluated constantly in the light of modern life.


	-1st amendment: freedom of religion, speech, press, assembly, and petition.
-Legitimate: To give legal force or status to make lawful.
-Natural right: rights that belong to people simply because they are human beings. 

Unalienable: human rights based on nature or god.


	Mistrust of Government
	Since the late 1950s the nation has seen a continual decline in the level of trust that Americans have for the government.

Between 1952 and 1992, the fraction of Americans who said public officials did not care what the public thought doublets from one-third to two-third.

- Some attribute the declining faith in government to turbulence of the 1960s follow of a monopoly on the atomic existed to 1950, and the united states dominated international trade.
	Federalist No. 10, by Madison. Many people had argued against the new Constitution claiming that the US would be too large to govern as a democracy (republic) and had too many groups, or “factions,” as political parties were then called.



	Civil Society 
	-Civil society is the collection of private, voluntary groups that, being independent of the government and the commercial market, make human cooperation easier and provide ways of holding the government accountable for its actions.

-Distrust of government and other institutions makes the current role of civil society more important.


	

	Political Tolerance 


	-Democratic politics depends on civility in dealing with the opinions and actions of others.

Democracy does not require perfect tolerance, but at a minimum, citizens must allow the discussion of ideas and the selection of leaders.

Regarding the tolerance of the average American citizen:

-Most Americans are willing to let people they disagree with politically have great latitude in expressing their views

-However, American as a whole have become more tolerant, but most think Americans tolerate too much.

-Most Americans believe that serious civic problems are rooted in a breakdown of moral value. 


	


