Congress / Legislative Process Test – AP US Government – Friday, Feb. 25, 2011

Vocabulary:   Bicameral legislature,  standing committee,  pork-barrel legislation,  divided government, earmark,  voice vote,  caucus,  joint resolution,  roll-call vote,  gerrymandering
Know the following:

Powers of Congress from Article 1, Section 8

17th amendment

seniority system in Congress

changes in demographics (women, ethnic groups) in the Congress

Senate leadership (titles and role)

House leadership (title and roles)

Different types of committees (joint, conference, standing, select, etc.)

Enumerated versus delegated powers (see the power point)

Cloture rule

Pork-barrel legislation what it is, who does it benefit)

How House and Senators were elected/selected in the Constitution before the 20th century

You will answer FOUR (4) of the following Free Response Questions (FRQ).  You should complete two at home – BEFORE THE TEST – and two during the test on Friday, Feb. 25.  

1.  Describe the educational, political and occupational  background of the member of Congress you researched. (3 points)   Argue whether or not a Congress person’s background should  influence whether or not they are elected. (4 points)  How might their background influence how they vote?  (3 points)
2.   Select four topics from the 2011 Presidential State of the Union Address.  Describe what President Obama said about the issue. (4 points)  What role might the Congress play in these issues?  (Site Article 1 of the Constitution regarding the rol of Congress.) (6 points)

3.  Identify three methods of congressional voting.  (3 points)  Explain the purpose of each method and how it might impact the Congressional members vote. (7 points)

4.  Describe a filibuster. (3 points)  Explain why a filibuster might be used.  (4 points)  What is rule 22 and how does it impact a filibuster? (3 points)

5.  What is a Congressional committee?  Subcommittee?  (4 points)  Explain the role of committees and subcommittees in the process of a bill becoming a law.  (You may make a “flow chart” to help with your description).  (6 points)

6.  Compare / contrast the qualifications for a member of the House of Representatives with the Senate.  (Base your information on Article 1 of the Constitution).  (4 points)  Explain how the different qualifications might influence who is elected and how they vote.  (6 points)

7.  A Congressional representative may act as a “trustee,” “delegate” or “politico.”  Describe each role. (6 points)  Explain which role you believe is aligned the best with Article 1 of the Constitution. (4 points)
