Chapter: 18 FOREIGN AND MILITARY POLICY (Pages 285-290)

The terrorist attacks of September 11, 2011, created a new focus and a new set of problems for American foreign policymakers.

THE CONSTITUIONAL AND LEGAL CONTEXT
A. The Constitution's ambigous defintion of the foreign policy powers of the president and Congress invites conflict: 


A1. The president is the commander in chief, but Congress appropriates money for foreign and military operations.


A2. The president appoints ambassadors, but the Senate confirms them.


A3. The president negotiates treaties, but the Senate must ratify them w/ two-thirds vote.


A4. Congress can regulate commerce with other nations and declare war. 

Congress tried ti limit the president's control of the use of military force by passing the War Powers Act in 19783. It Contained a couple of important provisions:


-The president must report all commitment of troops in hostile situations within forty-eight hours


-The president may make only a sxty-day commitment of troops, unless there is declaration of Congressional approval. 

Important military interventions since 1960 include the following: 

1961: U.S.-sponsored invasion of Cuba at Bay of Rigs-FAILED

1961-1975: U.S. troops in Vietnam

1962: U.S. naval blockade of Cuba to prevent installation of Soviet missles

1965: U.S occupying troops in thr Dominican Republic to block takeover by commuist regime.

1980: Unsuccessful military effort to rescue U.S. hostages in Iran

1981: U.S. military advisers in EL Salvador to help the gov't

1982-1989: CIA supporrt for antigovernment guerrillas in Nicaragua

1983: U.S. Marines in Lebanon as peacekeeping force

1983: U.S. invasionof Grenada to oust pro-Cuba gov't

1984: U.S. minesweepers in the Red Sea to clear mines

1987: U.S.Navy to escort tankers through Persian Gulf

1989: U.S.invasion of Panama to out dictator Manuel Noriega 

1991: U.S. troops, together wit those from other countries, to force Iraq to end its invasion of Kuwait

2001: U.S. attacks in afghanistan to end Tailban regime

2003: U.S. attacks in Iraq

FOREIGN POLICY-MAKING SINCE WORLD WAR II

A. World War II is the most powerful country in the world and it caused several consequence. More agencies are needed to shaped foreign policy, not just the State Department, which had traditionally fulfilled this role.

B. The National Security Council (NSC) was created shortly after World War II to coordinate all departments and agencies that play a role in foreign policy.The director of the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the attorney general are usually included as well. 
THE FOREIGN POLICY ELITE

A. Five worldviews have dominated the political elites since the 1920s:


-Isolationism: 


-Containment:


-Disengagement:


-Human rights:


-Fighint Terrorism:

B.The intented result was to bring democracy and stability to the country, which did not sponsor the 9/11 terriorists. Poliarization is a deep and wide conflict, usually along party lines, about what policy the government should follow. President Obama has supported withdrawing troops from Iraq.
THE DEFENSE BUDGET

A. There are two prevailing views regarding military expenditures:


1. Majoritarian politics


2.Client politics
     The military budget reflect the lobbying skills of the military-industrial complex, which is made up of the Defense Department and the industres that build military weapons

B.The peacetime military was very small until 1950; because of the soviet threat, there was no disarmament after the korea War. The Cold War military was designed to repel Soviet invasions around the world. 

C. The demise of the Soviet Union in the late 1980s and early 1990s generated a debate about the peacetime military. Military actions in the Middle East and Bosnia during the 1990s demonstrated that military force was still an important option for American foreign policy

D. When American pay taxes that fund the military, they finance a force designed to meet the needs of the new century. The modern military relies on special forces, allies itself with guerrilla figthers, and demands that all servies of the military work in close coordination. 

E. Those who see the military as bastion of client politics cite many controversies and inconsistencies within the military and its budget that spring from self-interest:


E1. The purchase of "big-ticket items," such as submarines, airplanes, or missiles, has led to enormous cost overruns.


E2. "Small-ticket items, sometimes have seemingly outrageous price tags. Coffee makers, especially made to function on military plane, cost 
 
      $7,600

E3. Privatization of functions previously handled by the military.


E4. Readiness and training of personnel are often the favorite areas for budget cutting.


E5. The treat to close military bases is controversial. For many years bases were often opened but seldom closed. A congressional commission 
  
      issued a report in 1988 that led to extensive closings in 1989 and 1991.Since 1988, over 350 military bases have been closed.

THE STRUCTURE OF MILITARY DECISION-MAKING
A. military decision-making created since WWII; go back to the Founders to ensure civilian control over the military

B. Joiny Chiefs of Staff (JCS) composed of the uniformed heads of each service of military


JCS does not have command authority over troops, but plays keep role in defense planning

C. President and secretary must find ways to transform military into a fighting terrorist but also maintaining it orignal role. 

