Political Parties – Chapter 8

Divided government: A situation in which one major political party controls the presidency and the other controls the chambers of Congress, or in which one party controls state governorship and the other controls the state legislature.

Economic-protest party: These parties, often regional, protest against depressed economic conditions. 

Factional party: political party acting in pursuit of some interest or position.

Federalists: supporters of the new constitution in 1787. Supported a strong central government. Hamilton, Washington, Marshall. Became first political party (VS. Jefferson’s Democratic-Republicans)

Ideological party: A party that values principled stands on issues above all else.

Jacksonian Democrats: a movement for more democracy in American government in the 1830s, which was led by President Andrew Jackson.

Minor party: smaller political parties-have little impact on national elections (3rd parties)
Nominating convention: A political convention held every four years in the United States by most of the political parties who will be fielding nominees in the upcoming U.S. presidential election.

One-issue party: parties that care about a single policy

Plurality system: an electoral system in which the winner is the person who gets the most votes, even if he or she does not receive a majority; used in almost all American elections.

Political machines: A party organization that recruits members by dispensing patronage.

Political party: A group of political activists who organize to win elections, operate the government, and determine public policy.

Realignment: A process in which a substantial group of voters switches party allegiance, producing a long-term change in the political landscape.

Republicans: One of the two major American political parties. It emerged in the 1850's as an antislavery party and consisted of former Northern Whigs and antislavery Democrats.

Solidarity party: Parties organized around sociability, rather than tangible rewards or ideology.

Split ticket: voting for candidates of different parties for various offices in the same election

Sponsored party: A local or state political party largely supported by another organization in the community.

Superdelegateds: Elected officials who serve as delegates to the national convention.

Third party: Electoral contenders other than the two major parties. American third parties are not unusual, but they rarely win elections

Two-party system: A political system in which only two parties have a reasonable chance of winning.

Whigs: A major party in the United States in the first half of the 19th century, formally established in 1836. The Whig Party was anti-Jackson and represented a variety of regional interests.

Winner-take-all system: System in which the candidate with the majority of the popular vote in a state gets all the votes/delegates
