Ivy, Ciani    Chapter: Public Opinion and Political Beliefs (pgs. 102 – 106)

Public Opinion: how people think or feel about particular things; the complex collection of opinions of many different people and the sum of all their views, or as a single opinion held by an individual about a social or political topic.

	Section Title 
	Summary of key ideas / definition of key terms
	Constitutional / Court connections

	The Problem of Defining Public Opinion
	a) The collection of attitudes and views held by the general public, is very difficult to assess. 
  --- The public is often uniformed about what the government is doing, allowing policy-making to sometimes go against of public opinion.

b) The public also is quite capable of changing its mind.
c) A pollster words a question can dramatically affect the answer received.
d) The order in which possible responses are listed an also have an effect on the poll.
e) Accurate polling requires a random sample; large samples and greater accuracy, but expense can prohibit large sample.
  --- When polling firms economize by using smaller samples or undersampling hard-to-contact people, the results are far less reliable.

f) Democracy is not dependent on people investing major amounts of tome on understanding government.
g) It perhaps works best when people are given simple, clear-cut choices.
h) Attitudes toward specific issues are propbably less important than larger values such as liberty, equality, individualism, and civic duty.
 
	1st Amendment: freedom of speech.

“Opinion polls suggest that a majority recognize a right to bear arms, subject to reasonable regulations protecting public safety.” --- NY Timez

“Four months after the massacre at a Connecticut elementary school, the gun-control proposal with arguably the best chance of passing through Congress went down to defeat. And in this case, a powerful gun lobby, coupled with 2014 campaign politics, trumped public opinion.” --- CNN Politics

	Sources of Political Attitudes
	Political choices are based on our individual orientation. This is generally a combination of several factors and the result of a complex process known as political socialization.

a) Family: the majority of young people identify with their parents’ political party. A strong correlation exists even between mature adults and their parents’ political party preferences (probably around 60%).

  --- recent research even suggests that genetic makeup, not just the large amount of time that children spend with their parents, accounts for individual political ideology.

(Political Ideology- a more or less consistent set of beliefs about what policies government ought to pursue)

  --- AP TIP: the importance of family as an agent of political socialization is a widely known fact and would likely be part of any AP question regarding sources of political attitudes.

b) Religion: religious tradition can have an impact on political orientation, but most often through the family.

  --- Catholic families are somewhat more liberal on economic issues than white Protestant ones, while Jewish families are much more liberal on both economic and social issues than both Catholic and Protestants. 

  --- Moral Majority and the Christian Coalition show that religious differences can certainly impact a person’s politics.

  --- Social issues are no doubt affected by the religious background of citizens.

c) Gender: the extent of that gap and its tendencies vary according to different time periods.

  --- Men have become increasingly Republican since the mid-1960s.

  --- The biggest reason for this gap appears to be attitudes about the size of government, gun control, spending programs aimed at the poor, and gay rights.

All of these factors help create public opinion.
	

	Cleavages in Public Opinion
	The process of political socialization helps explain why political cleavages exist among Americans.

(Political Socialization- process by which background traits influence one’s political views)

a) Social class: socioeconomic differences no doubt play a role in politics. They play less of a role in the United States, however, than they fo in Europe, and in both, class has had a declining impact.

  --- unskilled workers are more likely than affluent white-collar workers to be Democrats and have liberal views on economic policy.

  --- class is playing a diminishing role because of the increasing importance of noneconomic factors in our ideologies.

  --- political ideologies are now more likely to be framed by issues such as race relations, abortion, school prayer, arms control, and environmentalism.

b) Race and Ethnicity: African Americans are overwhelmingly Democrats; Whites are more likely to be Republicans; young African Americans are identifying themselves as Republicans; Latinos generally identify themselves as Democrats, but to a less significant degree than African Americans; Asian Americans are more identified with the Republican Party than are whites. However, Japanese Americans tend to be more conservative than Korean Americans, and Cuban Americans tend to be more conservative than Mexican Americans.

(Political Ideology- a more or less consistent set of beliefs about what policies government ought to pursue.)

c) Region: the more significant regional cleavage in American politics has been between southern and northern voters.

  --- the South has traditionally been more accommodating to business enterprise.

  --- the Northeast supports labor unions.

  ---the political views of white southerners are less distinct from those of whites living in other parts of the country.

  --- the South, West, and Midwest continue to be conservative.

  --- the Northeast and West Coast tend to be more liberal.
	

	Political Ideology
	Political Ideology- when we refer to people as liberals or conservatives.

a) A strong ideology implies consistency over time in patterns of voting and stances on issues.

b) With some inevitable fluctuations, studies show that moderates are the largest group among American voters, conservatives the second largest, and liberals the smallest.

c) a liberal was a person who favored personal and economic liberty, free from the controls and powers of the government.

  --- beginning with the time of Franklin Roosevelt and the New Deal, liberal in the United States was used to describe someone who supported an active national government that would intervene in the economy and create social welfare programs.

  --- liberals were once known for favoring laws guaranteeing equality of opportunity among the races.

  --- now, many liberals would favor affirmative action plans that include racial quotas. 

d) the term “conservative” was first applied to those who opposed the excesses of the French Revolution.

  --- Conservative described those who opposed this activist national government.

  --- Conservative supported a free market rather than a regulated one.

  --- states’ right over national supremacy.

  --- greater reliance on individual choice in economic affairs.

  -- now, many would support an active role internationally.

c) People argued that old models can realistically tell us little about how or whether most people think about politics in an ideological manner.

  --- first, most Americans do not employ the words “liberal,” “conservative,” or “moderate” in discussing their political preferences.

  --- second, because public opinion polls must ask rather simple questions, average citizens give little thought to consistent ideology when responding to them.

  --- finally, many citizens tend to hide their real positions because they fear revealing a socially or morally unacceptable stance.
	

	Political Elites and Public Opinion
	a) The political elite is likely to espouse a purely liberal or purely conservative ideology. The political elite is made up of those who have a disproportionate amount of power in policy-making. The political elites are activists in the U.S. 

(Political Elite- persons with a disproportionate share of political power.)

  --- an elite might be an officeholder, he or she might work for campaigns or newspapers.

  --- head interest groups or social movements.

  --- have a wide audience in speaking out on public issues.

b) Political elites and average voters see politics in different ways.

  --- the political elite has more access to the media.

  --- elites determine the range of acceptable and unacceptable policy options on an issue.

c) elites do not have unlimited influence in American government. 

  --- elites cannot hide unemployment from the general public.

d) The public needs to discriminate between public opinion and the opinions of the elites.
	


Chapter: Political Participation (pgs 114 - 119)

Political Participation: Americans participate in ways other than voting to a much greater extent than other democracies. The problem might be based less on apathy and more on problems of voter registration.

	Section Title 
	Summary of key ideas / definition of key terms
	Constitutional / Court connections

	The American Electorate
	a) The framers of the Constitution, unable to reach a compromise on voter eligibility, left the matter mostly in the hands of the states.

b) The Constitution does give Congress the right to alter state regulations regarding congressional elections. The only constitutional provision regarding a popular election was that “people of the several States” would choose members of the House of Representatives.

c) Control of the voting process has moved gradually from state to federal control. 

  --- some states picked their representatives at large rather than by district.

  --- others had districts but picked two per district.

  --- sill others had elections in odd-numbered years.

  --- Congress had required that all members of the House be elected by district and that all federal elections be held in even-numbered years on the Tuesday following the first Monday in November.

d) The most important congressional changes over the years, however, have been those giving the vote to African Americans, women, and eighteen-year-olds.

e) Though the language seems plain, several states passed laws to deny suffrage to African Americans.

  --- literacy tests and poll taxes.

  --- to allow poor or or illiterate whites to vote.

  --- white primaries, in which African Americans were kept form voting in primary elections, emerged later.

f) Each of these restrictions has been challenged and overturned at the federal level.

  --- the grandfather clause was declared unconstitutional in 1915, and the white primary in 1944. 

  --- literacy test: a requirement that citizens show that they can read before registering to vote.

  --- African Americans voting rose sharply, particularly in the South.

g) In one stroke, the size of the voting population virtually doubled. Initially, women voted more or less in the same manner as men, squelching fears that dramatic changes would result from the amendment.

h) The impact of the Twenty-sixth Amendment had also been less dramatic than expected.

i) Voter turnout for people between the ages of eighteen and twenty-five has been lower than for the population at large. 
	The Fifteen Amendment:

a) adopted in 1870

b) the right to would not be denied to any “on account of race, color, or precious condition of servitude.”
Grandfather Clause:

a clause in registration laws allowing people who do not meet registration requirements to vote if they or their ancestors had voted before 1867.

Voting Rights Act of 1965: is a landmark piece of national legislation in the United States that outlawed discriminatory voting practices that had been responsible for the widespread disenfranchisement of African Americans in the United States.

Nineteenth Amendment: guarantees all American women the right to vote.

Twenty-sixth Amendment: the right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any State on account of age.



	Voter Turnout
	a) During the elections of the late 1800s, at least 70 percent of the eligible voters went to the polls, the number at times getting as high as 80 percent, and lags behind the large turnouts of the latter part of the nineteenth century.

b) One view is that a popular decline in interest in elections and a weakening of the competitiveness of the two major parties have occurred.

c) They worked hard to get as many voters to the polls as possible, and caucuses and conventions provided other motivating opportunities to participate.

d) Parties controlled the counting of votes. The number of votes counted was often larger than the the number of the number cast, and the number cast was often larger than the number of individuals eligible to vote.

e) Voter registration is one reason why Americans lag behind other democracies in voter turnout. Voting declined because it was difficult for some groups of voters, such as those with little education, to register.

f) In the U.S., there is only two-thirds of the voting-age population is registered to vote. 

g) Two careful studies found that almost all of the differences between voter turnout in the United States and other democracies could be explained by party strength, automatic registration, and compulsory voting laws.

h) Two developments must occur if the nation’s turnout rates are going to rise significantly and rival average turnout rates in most other democracies.

  --- first, more registered voters must vote.

  --- second, nonregistered voters must become registered to vote in greater numbers, perhaps through automatic registration.
	The 1993 motor-voter law, which requires states to allow people to register to vote when applying for driver’s licenses, was an attempt to simplify voter registration.

	Participation
	One model of participation assigns six levels of participation to Americans:

a) Inactive - about one-fifth of the population does not participate in any way.

b) Voting specialists - these are people who vote but do not participate in any other substantial way.

c) Campaigners - these have social backgrounds similar to campaigners’ but are far more nonpartisan.

d) Parochials - these stay away from elections but often contact local politicians about specific, often personal problems.

AP Tip: profiles that suggest likelihood of voting and likelihood of not voting are generally found on the multiple-choice section of the AP exam.

· The more education one has, the more likely he or she is to participate.

· Older people tend to vote and participate more than younger people do.

· Regular churchgoers tend to participate more than nonchurchgoers if all other factors are equal.

· Men and women vote at about the same rate.

· Minorities vote less than whites.

One helpful scheme groups participation into two camps:

a) Conventional - widely accepted modes of influencing government such as voting, trying to persuade others, petitioning, giving money to campaigns and even running for office are considered conventional forms of participation.

b) Unconventional - more dramatic activities such as protesting, civil disobedience, and even violence are considered unconventional. 

· The meaning of voting is different because of federalism.

· The United States has far more officials than any other country.

· A typical citizen can vote for a lengthy line of political offices: president, two senators, a member fo the House of Representatives, a governor, a state senator, a state representative, a state attorney general, a state auditor, a state treasurer, and other state and local officials as well.

· Voter turnout rates in the United States, when compared with those in other democracies, should probably be considered less an embarrassment and more a matter of very different voting systems.

· Voter turnout is not a source if pride, it is the result of he nation’s unique voting system and environment.
	


