Issues Fall 2011 Project

November 8, 2011  is election day. There are no national elections (president, congress) but there are local elections (mayor, City Council).   Elections help us focus on contemporary issues.  Elections also provide ONE avenue for civic action.

Objectives:  Students will be able to

· Identify 8 current issue

· Become experts on one current issue

· Analyze the pros/cons on an issue and take a position
· Write a “policy brief” on their issue

· Identify 3 Presidential candidates and their position on a team’s issue

· Work in teams to complete research and a presentation

Assessment:  (1)  Team project grade    (2) Individual project grade (based on role)  (3)  Individual policy brief on your team’s issue and (4) team or individual action on November 2, 2010

Components of the project

1)  Form teams of 3 students.  Each team will be responsible for researching one issue.  You will also find the position of the 5 presidential candidates on your issue
Team roles:

· Presenter (write an oral presentation and present your group’s findings to the class)

· Visual artist (create a power point, flip chart or other electronic display which summarizes your group’s research)

· Scribe (keep a log of your group’s work – timeline, research, decisions, sources, etc.)

2)  Your team will select an issue on a “first come, first serve” basis.  The topics are:

1. Economy  - (recession, job creation, unemployment,  poverty)
2. Economy – (federal stimulus spending (Bush’s) tax cuts / taxes in general, deficit)
3. Education (e.g. Race to the Top, school funding, NCLB, etc.)

4. Foreign policy (Afghanistan/Pakistan, Iraq, North Africa, Israel / Palestine, etc.)

5. Civil Rights (e.g. gay/lesbian marriage, hate crimes,  Patriot Act, gun control, etc.)

6. Health Care (e.g. Health Care bill of 2010, medicare/medicade, reproductive rights, medical marijuana, etc. )

7. Environment  (e.g. global warming,  fossil fuels / solar energy, water quality, natural gas drilling, etc.)

8. Immigration Policy (e.g. Dream Act, immigration policy, US/Mexico border polcy, etc.)

3)  Your group will research the topic to determine:

a)  What are the issues related to your topic? Look up the history of the issue and the current debate.

b)  Where is there agreement / disagreement? (pro/con) What is controversial about the issues? 

c)   What are the public policy choices or options?  (rules, laws, actions, etc.)
d)  Based on your research, what is your group’s recommendation? (e.g. What should individuals or groups do?  What should the federal government do?)  Why?
4)  Each group will present their findings to the class as part of a panel discussion on 2011 issues.  Your presentation will also include an electronic presentation.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Calendar

October 3:  Distribute the project assignment.  Form teams and select role for each team member.

October 11:  Work in class on project.  Check on progress of each team. 

October 17:  Work in class on project.  Check on progress of each team.
October 24:  Work in class on project.  Check on progress of each team

October 31: Work in class on project.  Check on progress of each team 

November 1 - 2:  Project Panel Presentations / Discussion

November 8:  Election Day (no school for students) (Philadelphia elections: http://www.seventy.org/OurViews_City_Council.aspx )
Civic Action Options:  (1) Visit your neighborhood polling station.  Get the flyer for the  Mayoral and City Council candidates.  Note people’s behaviors and conversations. (2)    Discuss voting with a family members or neighbor over 40.  Ask them if they vote and why or why not?  (3)  Develop your own civic action project. (Do you work with a community, student or neighborhood group?  What issues is the group concerned about and why?  Attend a meeting as your civic action.)
November 10:  (homework grade)  Write a summary paragraph about your Eleciton Day experience.  Include (1) what you did, (2) who you did it with, (3) where you were, (4) when (time , date), and (5) why you chose this project.  Post on the class blog.
Research Process

1.  Find out about your issue.  The following links should help:

· Campaign Issues 2012 - http://www.cnn.com/ELECTION/2012/campaign-issues.html 
· On the Issues -  http://www.ontheissues.org/Issues.htm 

· Student Voices - http://www.annenbergclassroom.org/   (Read each question and you’ll find information about the topic.)

· Current Events 2011 (look under “U.S.”) http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0005971.html 

· The Week - Issues on the left side of the page - http://theweek.com/ 
· You should also find three additional link with current information on your issue.  (Use the media sites at www.apusgovt.weebly.com for media links)  Top sites include New York Times, Christian Science Monitor, Washington Post, etc.
2.  Find the presidential candidates position on your issue:

Vote Smart - http://votesmart.org/election_president.php 
Citing Sources

For this project, you do not have to use a formal citation format.  The electronic presentation should include a list of resources (name of site/newspaper, URL if from an electronic source, and date you accessed the information.)
Scribe

The scribe will keep a journal with the following information. 
	Date
	Research findings with source(s)
	Tasks completed
	Next steps

	October 11
	
	
	

	October 18


	
	
	

	Oct 24
	
	
	

	(additional dates outside of class)
	
	
	


Individual Policy Brief

A policy brief is a document which gives a rationale for choosing a particular policy or course of action on an issue.  It is usually created in response to a request from a person with decision-making power (e.g. mayor, principal).  For this assignment, you will write a policy brief about your issue.   You should include:
1) Issue  (e.g. Infrastructure) and focus of your policy brief (e.g. federal government funding of bridge construction / repair) 

2) Pro (e.g. at least 3 arguments for the federal gov’t funding bridge construction/repair)

3) Con (e.g.  at least 3 arguments agains the federal gov’t funding bridge construction/repair)

4) Your position 

5) Evidence to support your position (3 reasons)

6) Suggested action (e.g. first steps to take to support policy)

The policy brief must be typed, each category  should be numbered (#1 – 6), and posted on the class blog by 8:30 AM on November 1, 2011.
Rubrics

Group Project Grade
	CATEGORY 
	4 - Advanced 
	3 - Proficient 
	2 - Basic 
	1 - Below Basic 

	Ideas/Research Questions 
	Used at least 7 sources. Includes an annotated bibliography for each source. Includes a clear and complete explanation of pro/con positions on the issues. 
	Used at least 6 sources. Includes an annotated bibliography for each source. Includes a clear explanation of pro/con positions on the issues. 
	Used at least 5 sources. Includes an annotated bibliography for each source. Includes an explanation of pro/con positions on the issue but not clear and/or complete. 
	Used at least 4 sources. Attempts an annotated bibliography for each source. Pro/con explanation is not clear. 

	Group Timeline 
	Includes a clear, concise and complete timeline of what the team did on each day including goals, accomplishments and next steps. 
	Includes a complete timeline of what the team did no each day including goals, accomplishments and next steps. 
	Includes a timeline of what the teams did on most days with most of the goals, accomplishments and next steps. 
	Timeline is incomplete, and/or not clear. 

	Plan for Organizing Information 
	Students have developed a clear plan for organizing the information. All students understand the issue and its connection to public policy. 
	Students have developed a clear plan for organizing the information. Two of three students understand the issue and its connection to public policy. 
	Most of the plan is clear. Two students don't understand the issue and its connection to public policy. 
	The plan is not clear and students don't appear to understand the issue. 

	Quality of Sources 
	Besides teacher provided resources, students identified three quality, non-partisan resources on their issue. 
	Besides teacher provided resources, students identified two quality, non-partisan resources on their issue. 
	Besides teacher provided resources, students identified one quality, non-partisan resources on their issue. 
	Students only used teacher provided resources. 

	Checks in (Oct. 11, 18, 24 and presentation date 31/1)
	Fully prepared for all check ins and presentation; each date shows progress on project.  Everyone was prepared to participate on the presentation date.
	Prepare for all check ins and presentations; each dates shows progress on project.  Prepared to particpate on presentation date.
	Prepared for all checks ins and presentation.  Did not show sufficient progress on each progress check.  Not fully prepared to participate in presentation.
	Not prepared for all checks in and did not show sufficient progress on all progress checks.  Not prepared to participate in presentation.


_____________ / 20 x 2 = ____________ 40

Comments:

Presenter 

	CATEGORY 
	4 - Advanced 
	3 - Proficient 
	2 - Basic 
	1 - Below Basic 

	Comprehension 
	Student is able to accurately answer all questions posed by classmates about the topic. 
	Student is able to accurately answer most questions posed by classmates about the topic. 
	Student is able to accurately answer a few questions posed by classmates about the topic. 
	Student is unable to accurately answer questions posed by classmates about the topic. 

	Preparedness 
	Student is completely prepared and has obviously rehearsed. 
	Student seems pretty prepared but might have needed a couple more rehearsals. 
	The student is somewhat prepared, but it is clear that rehearsal was lacking. 
	Student does not seem at all prepared to present. 

	Time-Limit 
	Presentation is 6 - 7 minutes long. 
	Presentation is 4 - 5 minutes long. 
	Presentation is 3 minutes long. 
	Presentation is less than 3 minutes OR more than 7 minutes. 

	Stays on Topic 
	Stays on topic all (100%) of the time. 
	Stays on topic most (99-90%) of the time. 
	Stays on topic some (89%-75%) of the time. 
	It was hard to tell what the topic was. 

	Content 
	Shows a full understanding of the topic. 
	Shows a good understanding of the topic. 
	Shows a good understanding of parts of the topic. 
	Does not seem to understand the topic very well. 

	Speaks Clearly 
	Speaks clearly and distinctly all (100-95%) the time; appears comfortable and in command. 
	Speaks clearly and distinctly all (100-95%) the time, but does not appear comfortable and /or in command. 
	Speaks clearly and distinctly most (94-85%) of the time. 
	Often mumbles or can not be understood.  Appears to be unrehersed.  


_________________ / 24
Comments:

Visual Artist  Power Point / Flip Chart  Issues Presentation
	CATEGORY 
	4 - Advanced 
	3 - Proficient 
	2 - Basic 
	1 - Below Basic 

	Content - Accuracy 
	All content throughout the presentation is accurate. There are no factual errors. 
	Most of the content is accurate but there is one piece of information that might be inaccurate. 
	The content is generally accurate, but one piece of information is clearly flawed or inaccurate. 
	Content is typically confusing or contains more than one factual error. 

	Use of Graphics 
	All graphics are attractive (size and colors) and support the theme/content of the presentation. 
	A few graphics are not attractive but all support the theme/content of the presentation. 
	All graphics are attractive but a few do not seem to support the theme/content of the presentation. 
	Several graphics are unattractive AND detract from the content of the presentation. 

	Sequencing of Information 
	Information is organized in a clear, logical way. It is easy to anticipate the type of material that might be on the next slide. 
	Most information is organized in a clear, logical way. One slide or item of information seems out of place. 
	Some information is logically sequenced. An occasional slide or item of information seems out of place. 
	There is no clear plan for the organization of information. 

	Effectiveness 
	Project includes all material needed to gain a comfortable understanding of the issue. It is a highly effective and informative. 
	Project includes most material needed to gain a comfortable understanding of the issue but is lacking one or two key elements. It is an adequate presentation. 
	Project is missing more than two key elements. It would make an incomplete issue guide. 
	Project is lacking several key elements and has inaccuracies that make it a poor issue guide. 

	Originality 
	Presentation shows considerable originality and inventiveness. The content and ideas are presented in a unique and interesting way. 
	Presentation shows some originality and inventiveness. The content and ideas are presented in an interesting way. 
	Presentation shows an attempt at originality and inventiveness on 1-2 cards. 
	Presentation is a rehash of other people's ideas and/or graphics and shows very little attempt at original thought. 

	Usage, Grammar, Spelling
	Presentation has no obvious misspellings or grammatical errors. 
	Presentation has 2 obvious misspellings and/or grammatical errors. 
	Presentation has 3 obvious misspellings and/or grammatical errors. 
	Presentation has more than 4 obvious  grammatical and/or spelling errors. 


___________________ / 24

Comments:

Scribe

	CATEGORY 
	4 - Advanced 
	3 - Proficient 
	2 - Basic 
	1 - Below Basic 

	Organization 
	Information is very organized and clear with entries for each day worked as a team. 
	Information is organized with entries for each day worked as a team. 
	Information is organized, but incomplete 
	The information appears to be disorganized and incomplete 

	Quantity of Information 
	Complete entries for each day. (Research findings/sources, tasks , next steps) 
	Complete entries for all days but one. (Research findings/sources, tasks , next steps) 
	Complete entries for all days but two. (Research findings/sources, tasks , next steps) 
	Incomplete and/or missing entries. (Research findings/sources, tasks , next steps) 

	Quality of Information 
	Information is clearly necessary and helps the reader understand the process used by the group to understand the issue. 
	Information is necessary and helps the reader understand the process used by the group to understand the issue. 
	Information is necessary but does not always help the reader understand the process used by the group. 
	Too much information is not necessary or is confusing. 

	Sources 
	All sources are accurately documented in the desired format. 
	All sources are accurately documented, but a few are not in the desired format. 
	All sources are accurately documented, but many are not in the desired format. 
	Some sources are not accurately documented. 

	Notes 
	Notes are recorded and organized in an extremely neat and orderly fashion. 
	Notes are recorded legibly and are somewhat organized. 
	Notes are recorded. 
	Not all notes are recorded. 

	Neatness, Usage / mechanics
	Neatly typed / presented; no obvious usage/mechanical errors
	Neatly typed; 1 obvious usage / mechanical error
	Typed; 2 obvious usage/mechanical errors
	Sloppy. Many obvious usage/mechanical errors.


______________________ / 24

Comments:

Individual Policy Brief

Rubric

	CATEGORY 
	4 - Advanced 
	3 - Proficient 
	2 - Basic 
	1 - Below Basic 

	Issue / Focus  
	The issue and focus are clear and specific.   The position statement / focus provides a clear, strong statement for your position on the issue. 
	The issue and focus are clear but lack specificity. The position statement / focus provides a clear statement on your position on the issue. 
	The issue is stated but is either not clear or the focus is not clear / specific. A position statement / focus is present, but does not make your position on the issue clear. 
	The issue and focus are either unrelated and/or confusing and too general. There is no position statement/ focus. 

	Pro arguments 
	At least 3 strong, convincing pro arguments  are based on authentic (real)  evidence (facts, statistics,  examples, real-life experiences, etc.)  The evidence provides a breath of pro arguments.
	Three strong, convincing pro arguments  are based on authentic (real) evidence (facts, statistics,  examples, real-life experiences, etc.)


	Three pro arguments based on authentic (real) evidence 

(facts, statistics,  examples, real-life experiences, etc.)

 
	One or two pro arguments based on questionable evidence.  

 

	Con arguments 
	At least 3 strong, convincing con arguments  are based on authentic (real)  evidence (facts, statistics,  examples, real-life experiences, etc.)  The evidence provides a breath of con arguments.
	Three strong, convincing con arguments  are based on authentic (real) evidence (facts, statistics,  examples, real-life experiences, etc.)


	Three con arguments based on authentic (real) evidence 

(facts, statistics,  examples, real-life experiences, etc.)


	One or two con arguments based on questionable evidence.  



	Thesis (your position)
	The thesis statement (your position) names the issue and gives a rationale. 
	The thesis statement (your position) names the issue. 
	The thesis statement (your position) does not clearly state your position on the issue. 
	The thesis statement (your position) does not name the issue. 

	Evidence and Examples 
	All of the evidence and examples are accurate, specific, relevant and explanations are given that show how each piece of evidence supports your position. 
	Most of the evidence and examples are accuate, specific, relevant and explanations are given that show how each piece of evidence supports your position. 
	At least one of the pieces of evidence and examples is accurate, relevant and has an explanation that shows how that piece of evidence supports your position. 
	Evidence and examples are NOT relevant or accurate AND/OR are not explained. 

	Grammar / Spelling / Usage
	No obvious gramatical / spelling/ usage mistakes that distract the reader from teh content.  
	1 – 2 obvious gramatical, spelling or usage errors that distracts the reader from the content.
	3 – 4 obvious gramatical, spelling or usage errors that distracts the reader from the content.
	5 – 6 obvious gramatical, spelling or usage errors that distracts the reader from the content.


_______________________ / 24

Comments:

The 7 campaign issues that will shape the midterms

It's not just the Islamic center in New York. Health-care reform, Afghanistan, and Bush-era tax cuts will also be key issues in November's elections

August 24, 2010, http://theweek.com/article/index/206381/the-7-campaign-issues-that-will-shape-the-midterms
In just over two months, voters will go to the polls in the midterm elections, and pundits are trying to figure out which issues will be the decisive ones. The contentious Park51 Islamic community center in downtown Manhattan may — or may not — still be on voters' minds. What are some other likely suspects?

Bush tax cuts
"The looming battle over taxes and spending is likely to be a dominant one," says John D. McKinnon at The Wall Street Journal. It will focus on the question of whether to extend George W. Bush's 2001 and 2003 tax cuts, which are set to expire on Jan. 1, 2011. Democrats want to extend the cuts just for the middle classes, while Republicans want a blanket extension. The issue will be a "campaign theme" within both parties. Democrats will accuse the GOP of give-aways to the rich and failing to tackle the growing deficit, while Republicans will counter that Obama wants to impose punishing tax hikes during a recession.

Health-care reform
The Democrats' increasingly unpopular overhaul of the health-care system is emerging as a "wedge issue" for voters, says Mark Preston at CNN. Polls now suggest that 56 percent of Americans oppose the reforms, and candidates have spent $24 million on ads blasting the bill since Congress passed it in March. It's similar to the effort Republicans made 16 years ago when they "emphasized then–First Lady Hillary Clinton's role in her husband's failed attempt at health-care reform."  

The economy
With over 13 million Americans still out of work, it almost goes without saying that the economy will be a key election battleground, says Tom Raum at the Associated Press. Democrats are likely to argue that a vote for the GOP is a vote for failed Bush policies that caused the recession; Republicans will say the Democrats have focused on creating bigger government, not jobs. "Both sides are exaggerating." While the economy is "unusually uncertain," many economists agree a period of recovery is just around the corner. But as far as the political message goes, "things will only get messier" leading up to November.

Afghanistan
A public angry both at the "fiscal cost" and the "human toll" of the Afghanistan War may make their feelings known at the ballot box, says Anna Mulrine at U.S. News & World Report. That could be bad news for candidates backing President Obama's recent 30,000-soldier surge. The looming question is, "stay in or get out?" says Alex Leary at the St. Petersburg Times. But, after nine years, America has become so "war-weary" that many people just don't want to think about it any more. Bigger issues, especially the economy, will weigh heavier on voters' minds.

Immigration
This year, says Jeff Brady at NPR, "the immigration issue has gone from simmer to full boil." Arizona's attempt to crack down on illegal immigration from Mexico earlier this year via state Senate Bill 1070 provided the spark, and Republicans have slowly raised the heat ever since. "Immigration is one of those hot-button issues that can mobilize voters" on both sides of the argument. Conservatives will vote for GOP candidates promising stricter immigration laws, while Latino voters might react against perceived anti-Hispanic sentiment by siding with the Democrats.

Social security
In the year of its 75th birthday, and with "baby boomers retiring" in record numbers, it's inevitable that Social Security will become a campaign issue, says Chris Good at The Atlantic. Rep. Paul Ryan, the "GOP's current fiscal idea man," has suggested privatizing Social Security — a move the Democrats are firmly against, and may use as an issue to convince seniors that a GOP-led Congress would take away their benefits.

Gay marriage
The ruling overturning California's "Prop 8" gay marriage ban has created a "new campaign issue for the fall with no easy fallback for President Obama," says Julie Mason at the San Francisco Examiner. The president opposes gay marriage in general, but also opposed Proposition 8 for being "mean-spirited." The GOP "used gay marriage to its advantage" in 2004, and might be able to score points again by portraying Obama as weak or inconsistent. But with support for gay marriage growing, Democrats might be the ones to benefit from the issue in 2010.
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