Simulation:  Writing a bill for Congress
AP U.S. Government
1.  Create teams of 4.  Two teams will be members of the House of Representatives and two members will be Senators.
2.  Select one issue from the State of the Union address.  Research previous bills on the issue at:

Library of Congress:  

http://thomas.loc.gov/home/LegislativeData.php?&n=BillText 
3.  Look at our four media sites (e.g.  CNN / Fox, New York Times, Christian Science Monitor, Democracy Now, ABC/NBC/etc. to find information on the issue.  (You do not need a lot of detail.  Focus on the 5Ws’ – what, who, when, where, why/how – and different positions on the issue.

4.  Components of your bill:

House of Representatives: http://www.house.gov/content/learn/legislative_process/ 

U.S. Senate: http://www.senate.gov/legislative/common/briefing/Senate_legislative_process.htm 

112th Congress

2nd Session

House of Representatives / Senate Bill # ____________

A Bill For An Act Entitled:  Title of bill 

or

An Amendment to the Constitution Entitled:  Title of amendment

In the Senate / House

Write the date

Write:  Your name  of  state name  introduced the following resolution which was referred to the Committee on fill in this blank when you know the committee name. 
Resolved by the Committee on fill in this blank when you know the committee name of the United States of America in the Senate (House)  that the following article is proposed as federal law under the jurisdiction of the Untied States of America, enforceable by Executive action.
For a bill: "Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, that:"

For an Amendment: "Be it amended by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, that:"

Section 1:  What is the act going to do?
Section 2:  Who is going to be  involved / impacted  / affected by the act
Section 3:  Where?  All of U.S. or a certain area / place in the U.S.?
Section 4:  How is the act going to be funded?  Who is going to enforce / administer 

      this act?
Section 5:  Penalties (if any) for non-compliance (not following the rules) of the act

Section 6:  Enactment Date:  When will the law go into effect?
5.  Resources on the bill making process - http://www.congresslink.org/Frantzich/index.htm 

http://www.senate.gov/pagelayout/legislative/g_three_sections_with_teasers/legislative_home.htm 

Bill Writing Guide


Writing legislation is easier than you might think. If you are politically aware and follow current events you probably already have some good ideas for legislation. Below are some simple guidelines to follow for writing a bill.

Selecting an area of interest. The first step in writing your bill is to select a topic. You should write a bill on an area of national politics that you already know a little bit about. Like the real Congress, the Senate simulation will deal with a broad spectrum of issues: education, foreign affairs, health and human services, finance, the environment, military affairs, business and commerce.

Research. Once you have decided an area of interest, you should read newspaper and magazine articles on that subject so that you can get a good sense of the current issues being discussed. 

Selecting a specific subject/problem. The next work is to pick one problem or issue from your general area of interest on which you want your legislation to focus. For example, if you are interested in the war on drugs you may wish to write legislation on drug testing. Or, if you are interested in foreign affairs, you could write legislation to restrict United States arms sales abroad.

Determining the Type of Legislation.

   There are three types of legislation:

   A Bill: establishes a new law

   A Congressional Resolution: expresses the sentiment of Congress 

   A Constitutional Amendment: changes or adds to the US Constitution.

Drafting your bill.  To begin drafting your bill, you must first concisely, in 5 to 15 words, state the purpose of your legislation. For example, legislation on drug testing might be "to provide for drug testing of all commercial vehicle operators." Legislation on arm sales might be "to restrict military arms sales to democratically unstable countries." This concise statement of purpose will be part of the title of your legislation.

The body of your legislation.  The main portion of your legislation will be its provisions or sections. The first section should establish the main effect of the legislation. The first section of drug testing legislation could be: "All interstate commercial vehicle operators shall be subject to a random drug test at least once a year." Other sections of your legislation should establish any limitations or restrictions: "The results of a drug test are to be kept confidential by the employer." Also include any penalties that accompany your new law: "Employers not complying with this law shall be subject to a fine of up to $10,000."

The body of the bill should be divided into sections and numbered. A bill is specific, use only concrete detail.  There in no commentary in a bill. 
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