DUE May 6, 2013     The Media – Chapter 12            Name ____________________ seq NL1 \r 0 \h 
	Terms
	Definition
	Synonym/translations/symbol

	adversarial press
	The tendency of the national media to be suspicious of officials and eager to reveal unflattering stories about them
	

	background
	A public official’s statement to a reporter that is given on condition that the official not be named
	

	blog
	Series, or log, of discussion items on a page of the World Wide Web
	

	equal time rule
	An FCC rule that if a broadcaster sells time to one candidate, it must sell equal time to other candidates
	

	feature story
	Media story about events that, though public, are not regularly covered by reporters
	

	horse-race journalism
	News coverage that emphasizes who is ahead rather than the issues
	

	insider story
	Media story about events that are not usually made public
	

	loaded language
	Words that imply a value judgment; used to persuade a reader without having made a serious argument
	

	routine story
	Media story about events that are regularly covered by reporters
	

	selective attention
	Paying attention only to those news stories with which one already agrees
	


Read and annotate the summary

· A check mark (✓)  next to a concept/fact/idea that you already know

· A question mark (?) next to a concept/fact/idea that is confusing or you don’t understand

· An exclamation (!)  mark next to something new, unusual or surprising

· A plus (+) next to an idea/ concept/fact that is new to you

Changes in the organization and technology of the press have brought major changes in the organization of United States politics. In the era of the party press in the early years of the Republic, parties established and provided government support for newspapers. The press was relentlessly partisan and reached the commercial and political elites. Changes in society and technology made the popular press possible. Urbanization created large cities that could support mass circulation, and the invention of the rotary press made producing papers cheap and quick. In order to attract large numbers of subscribers, newspapers—under the leadership of men such as Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph Hearst—stressed violence, romance, and patriotism, and exposed wrongdoing in business and government. Mass-circulation newspapers facilitated the emergence of mass politics, the mobilization of voters, and the development of strong party loyalties.

The rising middle class was repelled by the yellow journalism of the popular press, however, and became the market for magazines of opinion. During their peak around the turn of the century, these magazines promoted the causes of the Progressive movement: business regulation, the purification of municipal politics, and civil service reform. Muckrackers such as Lincoln Steffens set the pattern for today’s investigative reporting. Electronic journalism, which began with the emergence of radio in the 1920s and continued with the spread of television in the late 1940s, placed great stress on the personal characteristics of politicians—whether they were attractive, spoke well, or behaved in a manner sufficiently colorful to justify inclusion in newscasts that had to hold audience attention.

In the contemporary media era, the media’s structure is characterized by (1) a decline in the number of cities that have competing newspapers; (2) an orientation to the local market; (3) a decentralized broadcasting industry; (4) a dramatic increase in the number of national network, cable, and radio outlets covering news events; (5) numerous news magazines and newspapers providing in-depth political coverage, such as the New York Times, the Washington Post, and the Wall Street Journal; and (6) a rapidly expanding Internet.

	Main Ideas
	Details

	I

 seq NLA \r 0 \h .
Journalism in American political history 

A

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Changing media technology – New Media

B

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
In Europe, the relationship between government and the media is governed by stricter regulation of the media by government than the same relationships in the U. S. between government and the media.

C. The Media and Politics

1.  The relationship between politicians and the media remains an adversarial one characterized by mutual mistrust. Both parties in the relationship attempt to manipulate the process for their own ends.

D seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The party press

 SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
E seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The popular press SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Changes in society and technology made possible self-supporting, mass readership daily newspapers.

 SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Partisanship in mass-readership newspapers reflected the views of publishers and editors.

F seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Magazines of opinion

 SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
G seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Electronic journalism SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
H seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The Internet

 SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 

	The New Media that are challenging the Old Media

(1) seq NL_(a) \r 0 \h 
More television viewers than newspaper readers

(2) seq NL_(a) \r 0 \h 
More people read web log (blog) postings than read magazine articles

(3) seq NL_(a) \r 0 \h 
Bloggers showed evidence that CBS documents incriminating President George W. Bush were forgeries

(4) seq NL_(a) \r 0 \h 
In 2008, 80 percent of those between the ages of eighteen and twenty-nine used the Internet. Fifty percent of that group used it to get news about the election and participate in the process. Internet is the primary source as news. Only one-third of young people read newspapers.

1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Great Britain:  Official Secrets Act, which makes it illegal to leak information.

2 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
European governments have imprisoned people for publicizing false information or writing offensive articles.

3 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Long tradition of private media ownership in United States

a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
FCC:

b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Potential limits to freedom of privately owned newspapers and broadcast stations:

1 –

                                   2-
The effect of the Internet 

1 –

2 –

3 –

1 – 

2 – 

1 – high speed press

2 – Associated Press - 

c

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Convictions blended political beliefs with economic interest.

d

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Used sensationalism and exposés to attract large readership

e

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Publishers’ influence in steering public opinion became powerful political force.

1. Middle Class:

2.  Investigative reporting:
3.  Sensationalism:

4.  Educated readership

1.  Radio –

2 – Sound Bites

3 – Cable, early –morning news, magazine shows offer more options for sources

1.  Access

2.  Political news “free market”

3.  Web sites – 

4.  Isolation and the internet:
5.  How the internet has affected politics:  (5 ways)


	

	Vocabulary




	Main Ideas
	Details

	II

 seq NLA \r 0 \h .
The structure of the media

A

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Degree of competition SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
U.S. press is composed mostly of locally owned and managed enterprises, unlike in Europe

 SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
B

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
The national media SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Consists of:

 SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
2 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Significance of a national press

3 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Roles played by the national press: 


	1.  Newspapers

2.  Radio and TV

1 –

2 –

3 –

4 –

5-

1 –

2 –

3- 

4 -
1.  Gatekeeper:

2.  Scorekeeper:  

3. Watchdog:



	

	Vocabulary



	Main Ideas
	Details

	III

 seq NLA \r 0 \h .
Rules governing the media 

 SEQ NLA \r 0 \h 
 SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
 SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
	A

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Protections for print media SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Newspapers are almost entirely free from government regulation. SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Confidentiality of sources SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
B

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Regulating broadcasting SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
FCC licensing SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Recent movement to deregulate SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Other radio and television regulations SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Fairness doctrine :

b

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )
Equal time rule :

C

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Campaigning SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Equal-time rule applies SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Not all candidates use TV because ….

3.      Scholars are concerned about horse-race journalism.



	

	Vocabulary




	Main Ideas
	Details

	IV

 seq NLA \r 0 \h .
Are the national media biased?  SEQ NLA \r 0 \h 
A

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
What are the views of members of the national media? 

 SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
B

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Do the beliefs of the national media affect how they report the news?

C

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Does what the media write or say influence how their readers and viewers think?

 SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
	1.  Majority more liberal than average citizen

2.  Majority more secular

3.  Conservative media outlets:

1.  Journalistic philosophy:

Feature and insider stories became more important to newspapers when radio and television began to cover routine stories.

1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Selective attention: people remember or believe only what they want to. 

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Results of studies examining influence of politics on voting behavior:

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Personal knowledge or experience about a topic mitigates media influence. 
4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Candidates believe the media are important.

	

	Vocabulary




	Main Ideas
	Details

	V

 seq NLA \r 0 \h .
Government and the news SEQ NLA \r 0 \h 
 SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 

	A

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Prominence of the president SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
B

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Coverage of Congress SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Never equal to that of president; members resentful

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
House quite restrictive in the past SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Senate more open SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
C

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Why are there so many news leaks? SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Constitution: separation of powers SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Adversarial press since Vietnam War, Watergate and Iran-contra scandals SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 
D

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Sensationalism in the media SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
E

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Government constraints on journalists SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Reporters must strike a balance between SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h  two competing factors:

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Abundance of congressional staffers makes it easier, because sources are more numerous.

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Governmental tools to fight back SEQ NL_a \r 0 \h 


	

	Vocabulary




A free press is a rarity in the world: one study of ninety-four nations found that only sixteen had a high degree of press freedom. Even among democracies that do have a high degree of press freedom, many have restrictions not found in the United States. Britain has an Official Secrets Act that can be used to punish any leak of confidential governmental information. In France, broadcasting is controlled by a government agency that acts to protect the image of the government in power.

There are some governmental restraints on what the American media can print or broadcast, however. SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Libel. To sue a news organization for libel successfully, one must show that what was published was not merely untrue but was printed maliciously—that is, with “reckless disregard” for its truth or falsity. This is very difficult to do.

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Obscenity. Governments in the United States may outlaw obscenity; however, the definition of obscenity has been steadily narrowed by the federal courts. Laws against obscenity have no effect on newspapers and magazines primarily interested in reporting political news.

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Incitement. Media may not directly incite someone to commit an illegal act. However, the mere advocacy of, for example, the violent overthrow of the government is protected under the First Amendment.

A newspaper may, in theory, be punished for any of the foregoing, but none of them may be used as a basis for prior restraint, that is, government action to prevent the publication of the material.

Given the weakness of government controls on the media, it is not surprising that officials try to manipulate the media in other ways. Government officials may reward favored reporters by providing them with background stories or insider information. Reporters who publish embarrassing stories, however, might be reprimanded in private (a technique used by presidents Kennedy and Johnson) or attacked publicly (favored by President Nixon). Nonetheless, such responses are rarely effective in deterring journalistic attacks on public figures. Instead, they seem only to exacerbate the adversarial relationship between the two. 

4

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
In 2006, the New York Times published information about an ongoing undercover operation designed to root out terror cells in the United States. Some applauded the decision, but others declared the editorial decision “treasonous.” Should the government have petitioned the federal courts to prevent the publication of this information? 

Should government operations—especially those involving issues of national security—always be off limits? 

Or should there be different constitutional standards for times of peace and times of war? 

2. What type of news stories seem to be routinely covered by media outlets? 
Do the stories seem to reflect a similar theme or political agenda? 
Are there any political issues that you consider to be important that are superficially covered or not covered at all by the national media? 
If so, what might be the explanation for this omission?

PAGE  
1

