Free Response Question – Executive Branch   Due March 8, 2012  AP US Government

Select ONE of the following:

1.  Is the electoral college undemocratic?  

(a) List and describe arguments for and against the electoral college.  (At least 2 pro and 2 con.  1 point for each argument or a total of 4 points.  2 points for each description or a total of 8 points.)  (Total possible points – 12)

(b) Does the electoral college reflect basic constitutional principals related to elections / voting?  Why or why not?  (State position and provide at least 3 specific reasons to support your position. )(Total possible points – 9)

2.  Is the War Powers Act constitutional?

(a)  List and describe how Congress provides a check on the president’s military power. (At least 2 with specific description or up to 4 points each. ) (Total possible points – 8)

(b)  Describe the origins of the War Powers Act.  (2 points) What are the constitutional arguments in favor of the War Powers Act? (3points)  What are the constitutional arguments against the War Powers Act?  (3points) (Total possible points – 8)

(c)  Using an example since the passage of the War Powers Act, explain how the War Powers Act has impacted the president’s decision over using the U.S. military.  Include the origins of the conflict, the dispute, or lack of dispute, between the president and the Congress, and the resolution.  (Total possible points – 5)

