U.S. Political Culture
1)  BEFORE reading:  (a)  What is “political culture?”  
(b)  What values / beliefs are important to you? 

             (c)  Look a the prompt.  Do you understand what you are being asked to do?

2)  During reading:  Annotate the text (underline, highlight, circle key ideas / words; write questions, etc.) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

 (1)  The American Dream. It's the belief that each  North American has the freedom to pursue a better life —a more comfortable existence than their parents.  This may include things, more education, more power, or whatever one wants to pursue.
This freedom has fueled incredible "rags to riches" stories, such as Presidents starting out in log cabins and highly successful entrepreneurs who came to America as penniless immigrants — not to mention the guy that dropped out of Harvard to become the richest man in the world. These stories contribute to the American political culture.

Every country has a political culture — widely shared beliefs, values, and norms that define the relationship between citizens and government, and citizens to one another. Beliefs about economic life are part of the political culture because politics affects economics. A good understanding of a country's political culture can help make sense of the way a country's government is designed, as well as the political decisions its leaders make. For example, why does Great Britain still have a queen? She doesn't have any real political power, so why don't they just end the monarchy? These questions can be puzzling, unless you understand something about the British political culture — one that highly prizes tradition.

(2)  Alexis de Tocqueville

Why does our system of government work for many people in the U.S.? French writer Alexis de Tocqueville, an early observer of the American political culture, gave some answers during the 1830s.  Tocqueville came to the United States primarily to answer the question, "Why are the Americans doing so well with democracy, while France is having so much trouble with it?" France was in turmoil at the time, swinging back and forth between absolutism and radical democracy, and Tocqueville thought that France could learn a thing or two from the Americans. Tocqueville's observations remain today a classic study of American political culture.

He identified several factors that influenced America's success — abundant and fertile land, countless opportunities for people to acquire land and make a living, lack of a feudal aristocracy that blocked the ambitious, and the independent spirit encouraged by frontier living.

(3)  The American View

The American political culture that Tocqueville described in the 1830s has changed over the years, but in many ways, it has remained remarkably the same, even after the continent was settled coast to coast. The American view has been characterized by several familiar elements:


American political culture puts a special emphasis on hard work, and is rife with stories of successful businessmen and leaders.   The following are political concepts associated with the U.S.:
· Liberty: Most people believe in the right to be free, as long as another's rights aren't abused.

· Equality: This generally translates as "equality of opportunity," not absolute equality.

· Democracy: Elected officials are accountable to the people. Citizens have the responsibility to choose their officials thoughtfully and wisely.

· Individualism: The individual's rights are valued above those of the state (government); individual initiative and responsibility are strongly encouraged.

· The Rule of Law: Government is based on a body of law applied equally and fairly, not on the whims of a ruler.

· Nationalism: Pride in a country’s past while de-emphasize problems, such as intolerance, injustice  or military losses. Belief  that US is  stronger and more virtuous than other nations.

· Capitalism  Right to own private property and compete freely in open markets with little or limited government involvement.


Other countries may share some, or even all, of these beliefs and values. However, the arrangement and subtleties of this core form an array that makes every political culture a little different than all the others. The elements of the American political culture include disagreement and debate. They include ideals, but they leave room for the reality of falling short of goals.

http://www.ushistory.org/gov/4a.asp 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

What Factors Shape Political Attitudes?
http://www.ushistory.org/gov/4c.asp
A common political culture by no means suggests that all Americans think alike. Some are conservative, liberal, libertarian or progressive.  Some have more negative attitudes toward public officials than do others. These attitudes determine how Americans participate, whom they vote for, and what political parties they support. Many factors — including family, gender, religion, race and ethnicity, and region — all contribute to American political attitudes and behavior.

Family

Despite family disagreements and generation gaps, children tend to grow up and vote the way their parents do. Families are generally the first, and often the most enduring, influence on young people's developing political opinions. As people grow older, other influences crisscross the family, and naturally their attitudes tend to diverge from those of their parents. However, the influence still remains. Logically, the more politically active your family, the more likely you are to hold the same beliefs. Just look at the Bush family. This relationship is less strong on specific issues — like school prayer, abortion, and welfare programs — but they all hold the same general political views.

Gender

Political scientists have noticed some major shifts in gender influence since women first got the vote in 1920. Through the 1950s women tended to vote for Republicans. Even though more women voted for Franklin Roosevelt — a Democrat — than for his Republican opponents, they still supported him by smaller margins than did men. By the 1960s, women began to shift their loyalty to the Democrats.

In recent elections women have voted strongly Democratic. Why? Most observers believe that women think the Democrats more strongly support "women's issues," such as equal work, equal pay, and equal legal rights. Polls indicate that many issues about which women feel most strongly, such as education and health care, are more favorably addressed by the Democratic Party. Does this voting behavior mean that women are likely to vote for female candidates for office? The evidence doesn't provide any clear evidence that they do.

Religion


     Religious beliefs often sway the way people vote. The Christian Coalition is a group that has over two million members and represents the view that "people of faith have a right and a responsibility to be involved in the world around them."
     Older studies dating to the late 1940s generally show that Jewish voters are more likely to support Democrats than are Catholics or Protestants. Catholics tend to be more liberal on economic issues (such as minimum wage and taxes) than they are on social issues (such as abortion and divorce). More recent studies have focused on how affiliates of the "Religious Right" differ in their political attitudes and behavior from everyone else. The religious right tends to support more conservative candidates for public office, and they are more likely to contribute to the Republican Party than to the Democratic Party. This tendency is more clearly associated with social issues such as school prayer, abortion, and divorce, than with economic issues or foreign affairs.

Race and Ethnicity

As a general rule, for the past half-century African Americans have been the most loyal Democrats than any other identifiable group. Some experts believe that this loyalty is weakening, but recent elections have confirmed the strong tendency for black Americans to vote Democratic. Latinos as a whole have a tendency to vote Democratic, but the relationship is not as strong as it is for blacks. To further complicate matters, the various Latino groups have very different voting patterns. For example, Cuban Americans overall have a strong tendency to vote Republican, and Mexican Americans have an equally strong tendency to vote Democratic. Some studies indicate that Asian Americans tend to vote conservative, but there is still a lack of concrete evidence to prove this.

Region
As a general rule, people on either coast tend to be more liberal than those in the middle of the country. However, there are many exceptions to this tendency. Many Californians are archconservatives, as are a number of New Englanders. The Southeast presents some special problems with the rule, partly because their political affiliations have been changing over the past fifty years or so. The "Solid South" — the tendency to vote for Democrats, no matter what — began to erode during the 1950s, so that both Republicans and Democrats are competitive across the South today. However, recent presidential elections indicate a general support for Republicans in the South.

Tracking trends in political culture is very tricky. There is no "typical American." These factors and others are merely indicators of tendencies, yet there are many exceptions. In the end, Americans are influenced by a wide array of factors when they cast their secret votes on Election Day.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Assignments  on Political Culture

1) Free Response Question (FRQ) is due on Wednesday, October 10, 2012.   Please send it to me electronically at historysharer@gmail.com    Remember, a FRQ is NOT an essay.  You answer the components of the questions – nothing else.  You are NOT asked for your opinion – you are asked to use evidence.

· Write an introduction sentence by using key terms from the statement before the questions. (In the U.S., the political culture….)
· Answer each question segment and include the letter to show what you are answering (a), (b).  Do these in order as they appear on the test.
· During the AP test, you will not have information to review.  You need to include examples  / evidence from history, current events, Court cases,  amendments to the Constitution, etc.  when ever possible to supplement your answer. 
After reading the articles on “U.S. Political Culture” and “What Factors Shape Political Attitudes?,”  answer the free response question:
Prompt:  In the U.S., the political culture is generally based on the concepts of liberty, equality, democracy, individualism, the rule of law, nationalism and capitalism.

a)  Select three of the attributes (liberty, equality, etc.) and describe how they are interpreted in the U.S.  (3 points each for  attribute and interpretation; total of 9 possible points)

b)  List three factors which influence an individual’s political beliefs (gender, race/ethnicity, etc).  Explain how these factors may influence a person’s political position .  (4 points  per factor and explanation; 12 possible points)  (Total 21 points)

Use the charts to brainstorm your response:
	Three attributes
	DESCRIBE how they are interpreted in the U.S.

	
	

	
	

	
	


	Two factors
	EXPLAIN how these factors may influence…

	
	

	
	


_____________________________________________________________________________

2)  Personal Reflection is due on Friday, October 12, 2012.  Please post on the class blog  - see apusgovt.weebly.com.     You should  have two paragraphs – one for (a) and one for (b).  You will also respond to two other student’s posts.  

Look at the factors which influence one’s political beliefs:  religion, family, gender, region (geography or country of origin), and race/ethnicity.  Look at the descriptions in the passage.

a)  Write how each factor listed above -  religion, region or place of birth, gender, family, and race/ethnicity -   has influenced your values and beliefs.   You should have 2 – 3 sentences per factor (e.g. two ways in which your religious or non-religious upbringing has influenced your political culture).  (Total points:  10)  Use the chart to begin brainstorming:

	Factors
	Influenced your values / beliefs

	Religion
	

	Region / place of birth
	

	Gender


	

	Family


	

	Race/ethnicity
	


b)   Compare/contrast your beliefs / values with the description of the U.S. with a focus on liberty, equality, democracy, individualism, rule of law, nationalism and capitalism.  Pick three areas (e.g. liberty, equality, etc.) and write whether or not your definition is similar or different from what is in the reading.  Think about your heritage and why your definitions may or may not be the same.  There is NO right  or wrong answer.)  (10 points) Use the chart to begin brainstorming:

	U.S. values/beliefs
	Your definition versus definition from the text
	Why you definition is similar / different

	Liberty
	
	

	Equality
	
	

	Democracy
	
	

	Individualism
	
	

	Rule of law
	
	

	Nationalism
	
	

	Capitalism
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