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Name: 	AP U.S. Government and Politics 
Comparison: U.S. House and U.S. Senate 


Constitution Differences 
1. Review Article I; Article II, Section 2, paragraph 2; and Amendment 17 of the Constitution 
and fill in the "Constitutional Differences" portion of the table attached. 
a. Review: Why were the Senate and the House designed differently by the framers of 
the Constitution? 
b. Does the 17th amendment undermine the purpose of the Senate as originally 
designed? 


Organizational Differences 
2. Read "Leadership Structure of the U.S. Congress." 
a. Which leadership positions are described in the Constitution? Which have been 
created over time by Congress? 
b. What is the role of the Vice President in the Senate? What principles of the U.S. 
Constitution is reflected in this design? 
c. What powers do the leaders in the House and Senate possess? 
d. Why does the Speaker of the House seem to have more power than the majority 
leader in the Senate? What is it about the size and overall design of the House and 
Senate that seem to be reflected in these differences? 

3. Read "The Committee System" and examine the list of standing committees and the 
screenshot from the House and Senate agriculture committees' websites. 
a. What is the purpose of committees? 
b. Take a close look at the states that these committee members represent. Why do 
you think they have been given seats in this committee? What advantage do you 
think that gives them? 
c. The average number of committee assignments per Representative is 6, while 
Senators serve on average on 11 committees. What do you think the difference 
suggests about the extent to which House and Senate members are experts in an 
area of legislation? 
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Constitutional Differences 



Apportionment of seats 




Term length 



Method of election (in 
original Constitution 
and as amended by 17th 
amendment) 



Qualifications 
 House 
 Senate 





Role in impeachment 







Power over treaties 
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Constitutional Differences 


Authority over 
presidential 
appointments to 
executive and judicial 
posts 
 House 
 Senate 




Organizational Differences 


Current size 



Leadership structure 
established by the 
Constitution (including 
real vs. ceremonial 
power, roles of leaders, 
etc.) 
 



House 
 



Senate 







Party leadership 
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Organizational Differences 


Number of standing 
committees 



Total committee assignments per 
member 




Rules Committee 
 House 








Approx. 6 
 Senate 








Approx. 11 





Limits on floor debate 
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