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Chapter 5: Public Opinion And Political Beliefs

	Section Title
	Summary of key ideas / Definition of key terms
	Constitutional / Court Connections

	The Problem of Defining Public Opinion
	a. Public opinion is very difficult to assess because the public is often uniformed about what the government is doing but it is also quite capable of changing its mind.

b. How a pollster words a question can dramatically affect the answer received.
c. The order in which possible responses are listed can also have an effect on the poll.

d. Large and random sample is correlated with accuracy.
	

	Sources of Political Attitudes
	a. Political socialization is how people make their political choices based on a combination of several factors and through a complex process.
b. Family influences the most on people’s political opinion. The majority of young people identify with their parents’ political party.

c. Strong political movements associated with religious groups such as the Moral Majority and the Christian Coalition show that religion has a great impact on political orientation.
d. Gender also has impact on political attitudes. Men have become increasingly Republican while women were mainly Democrat.
	

	Cleavages In Public Opinion
	a. Cleavages exist through the process of political socialization. 
b. Social class: Unskilled workers are more likely than affluent white-collar workers to be Democrats and have liberal views on economic policy.
c. Race and ethnicity: African Americans are overwhelmingly Democrats, while whites are more likely to be Republicans. Latinos generally identify themselves as Democrats and Asian American generally identify themselves as Republicans.
d. Region: The south has traditionally been more accommodating to business enterprise, and Northeast supports labor unions.
	

	Political Ideology
	a. Political ideology: a consistent set of beliefs refer to people as liberals or conservatives.

b. Liberal: someone who supported an active national government that would intervene in the economy and create social welfare programs.

c. Conservative: someone who supported a free market rather than a regulated one, states’ rights over national supremacy, and greater reliance on individual choice in economic affairs.
	

	Political Elites And Public Opinion
	a. The political elite is to espouse a purely liberal or purely conservative ideology. It is made up of those who have a disproportional amount of power in policy-making.
b. The political elite has more access to the media.
c. Elites determine the range of acceptable and unacceptable policy options on an issue.

d. The elites can wield great power but they do not have unlimited influence in government. The public needs to discriminate between public opinion and the opinions of the elites.
	


Chapter 6: Political Participation

	Section Title
	Summary of key ideas / Definition of key terms
	Constitutional / Court Connections

	The American Electorate
	a. The constitution gives Congress the right to alter state regulations regarding congressional elections.
b. Congress has required that all members of the House be elected by district and that all federal elections be held in even-numbered years on the Tuesday following the first Monday in November.

c. Grandfather clause: a person could vote while not meeting all the requirements if his ancestors voted before 1867. It was declared unconstitutional in 1915.

d. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 suspended all literacy tests and allowed the federal govt. to send registers to states and counties where less than 50% of the voting-age public was registered or had voted in the previous presidential election. 
	a. The Fifteen Amendment stated that the right to vote would not be denied to any “on account of race, color, or previous condition of servitude.”
b. The Nineteen Amendment provided most women with their first opportunity to vote.

c. The Twenty-sixth Amendment gave suffrage to eighteen-year-olds.

	Voter Turnout
	a. One view is that a popular decline in interest elections and a weakening of the competitiveness of the two major parties have occurred.

b. Another view is that the perceived decline in turnout is misleading.
	a. The motor-voter law of 1993. Required states to allow people to register to vote when applying for driver licenses.

	Participation
	a. The more education one has, the more likely he or she is to participate.

b. Older people tend to vote and participate more than younger people do.
c. Inactive: People who do not vote, and probably do not even talk about politics very much.
d. Voting Specialist: People who vote but do not participate in any other substantial way.
e. Campaigners: People who not only vote but also enjoy getting involved in campaigns.
f. Communalists: People who have social backgrounds similar to campaigners’ but are far more nonpartisan.
g. Parochials: People who stay away from elections but often contact local politicians about specific, often personal problems.
h. Activists: People who are highly educated, have high incomes. And tend to be middle-aged. They participate in all forms of politics.
	


