· Chapter 20: Civil Liberties (pgs. 315-321)

	Section Title
	Summary of key ideas/definition of key terms
	Constitutional/Court connections

	Key Concepts
	a) Civil liberties protects people against the government

b) Several rights of the accused are guaranteed in the Bill of Rights

c)  Civil liberties created issues amongst groups and individuals competing for rights guaranteed in the Constitution.
	prevents abuse of government power


exclusionary rule; 4th amendment; Miranda rights

	Background of Civil Liberties Issues
	a) Creators of the Constitution had 3 objectives:
1. To limit federal powers 

2. Have the Constitution state what the gov’t could do, not what it could not do

3. Explain that anything the gov’t could not do applied to the federal gov’t, not the state 
4. gov’t
b) The rights of a group or person often conflicts with another 

         > Example: The media can insist their right to broadcast information about a case but that information could interfere with a person’s right to a fair trial.

c) Conflicts still exist about the meaning of constitutionally protected freedoms based on ethnic or religious factors.

        > Example: Jews are often offended by crèches during Christmas time on gov’t property while English-speakers press for monolingual schools in Spanish-speaking schools.
	

	First Amendment Rights
	a) The First Amendment contains several basic freedoms
b) The First Amendment is often a battleground for civil liberty problems.

c) The First Amendment has dealt with the following issues:

- Freedom of Expression

- Selective Incorporation
- Defining Speech:

- Defining a Person: 
- Church & State: gov’t cannot interfere w/ how a person practices their religion
	

Gitlow v. New York



libel/slander/obscenity





1st amendment: freedom of religion free-exercise clause; establishment clause

	Rights of The Accused
	a) Search & seizures can only be carried out with a proper warrant issued by a judge.

b) Evidence obtained in violation of the Constitution can’t be used in trials because of the exclusionary rule.
c) In Mapp v. Ohio (1961), the Supreme Court decided that the exclusionary rule applies to the states just as well as the federal gov’t.

d)  Miranda v. Arizona (1966) set guidelines for police to read a suspect their rights before questioning.
- Police were skeptical because they thought it would silence suspects or hinder investigations.
	4th Amendment – prohibition against unreasonable searches & seizures




the right to avoid self-incrimination; the Miranda rules

	Terrorism and Civil Liberties
	a) After 9/11, Congress enacted the Patriot Act to increase federal powers in investigating terrorists.
b) The ability to tap phones & internet connections expands police powers but many feel it leads to an invasion of privacy against citizens.
	

Invasion of Privacy
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