Cornell Notes

Chapter 1:  Study of American Gov’t:  What is Democracy?  Name ____________________

Key vocabulary
	Before you read the chapter, ask yourself:

	What do I know about power?
What do I know about authority?
What do I know about democracy?




	Term
	Definition
	Synonym or symbol 

	authority
	The right to use power.
	

	Bureaucratic view
	View that the government is dominated by appointed officials.
	

	Democracy
	Rule by the many / people
	

	Direct (participatory) democracy
	A government in which all or most citizens participate directly
	

	Elite
	Persons who possess a disproportionate share of some valued resource, like money or power
	

	Legitimacy
	Political authority conferred by law or by a state or national constitutions
	

	Class view
	View that the government is dominated by capitalists
	

	Pluralist view
	Belief that competition among all affects the interests that shape public policy
	

	Power
	Ability of one person to get another person to act in accordance 
	

	Power elite view
	View that the government is dominated by a few top leaders, most of whom are outside government.
	

	Representative democracy
	A government in which leaders make decisions by winning a competitive struggle for the popular vote.
	


	Key questions / main ideas
	Details

	I

 seq NLA \r 0 \h .
Who governs? To what ends?

Politics exists because people differ about two great questions.
	People disagree on who governs (e.g unions, big business, special interest, the people, etc.)



	2.  What is political Power?

Power: the ability of one person to cause another person to act in accordance with the first person’s intentions.
	A

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Authority: 

B

 seq NL1 \r 0 \h .
Legitimacy: 



	3. What is democracy?  Describes at least two different political systems.
	Direct or Participatory Democracy (Aristotelian “rule of the many”)

Representative Democracy, or Elitist Theory of Democracy 



	4. Is representative democracy best?

Framers (authors of Constitution) favored representative democracy 

Founders influenced by philosophers

 SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 

	Text uses the term democracy to refer to representative democracy. SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Constitution does not contain word democracy but “republican form of government” (meaning representative democracy).

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Representative democracy requires leadership competition if system is to work—requires meaningful choice for voters, free communication, and so on.

Because….

Aristotle defined democracy as the rule by the many.

1. Democracy is subject to decay into oligarchy (rule by the rich) or tyranny (rule by a despot).

2. Prevention of these extreme outcomes is achieved by the creation of a fusion of elements from democracy and oligarchy.

John Locke, 17th-century English philosopher and writer, had a profound influence on the Framers

1. According to Locke, people exist in a state of nature where they focus on finding food and on self preservation.

2. People want government as a means of owning property (farms) which will lead to an increase in food supply.

3. Differs from Thomas Hobbes, a rival English philosopher, who favored an all powerful government.

4. According to Hobbes, people live in a state of “war against all.”  Only a powerful government could prevent civil war.

5. Locke disagreed, believing that people can peacefully coexist if they own their own land (farms).

6. Locke argued that government should be based on the consent of the governed, managed through majority rule.

7. Additional protection would be based on separation of powers, with separate legislative and executive branches.

	5. How is political power distributed in the U.S.?
	 seq NL1 \r 0 \h Majoritarian politics SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Leaders constrained to follow wishes of the people very closely

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Applies when issues are simple and clear

Elitism SEQ NL1 \r 0 \h 
1

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Rule by identifiable group of persons who possess a disproportionate share of political power

2

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Comes into play when circumstances do not permit majoritarian decision making

3

 seq NL_a \r 0 \h .
Descriptions of four political elites

a

 seq NL_1_ \r 0 \h )  Class view :

b)  Power Elite theory:

c) Bureaucratic view: 

d) Pluralist view: 



	6.  Is democracy driven by self-interest?
	All elite theories of politics may lead to the cynical view that politics is simply a self-seeking enterprise in which everyone is out for political gain.

Tocqueville’s argument on self interest:  

Examples of people acting beyond self interest:



	7.  What explains political change SEQ NLA \r 0 \h ?

The character of government has changed because…


	Historical perspective makes it difficult to accept any simple explanation

1930s versus 1980s:

Foreign policy isolationism / internationalism:



	Summary: List 5 – 6 key ideas
Democracy can be direct/participatory or representative/elitist.  Most argue for representative democracy because it is “practical” – less time, experts, too many people, etc.



	Key vocabulary:

Democracy:  (1) regimes/governments of the “rule of the many”  (2)  leaders struggle for the people’s vote

Representative democracy:  elect people to represent “the people”
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