The Presidency – Article II and Amendments #20 and #25  of the U.S. Constitution
	Section / 

Amendment
	Main idea(s)

	Article II –

1 – The President
12th Amendment:

Electors meet in own state to vote for president and vice president; if not majority vote, House of Representatives vote (1 vote per representative)
	President – Executive power

Term: 4 years

Vice President:  4 years

Electors:  Selected by state political party (Democrat and Republican) to vote for president and vice president in December following the Nov. election.
     Congress’ role with electors:  Present results of electors vote to Congress.  If tied, the House of Representatives votes.
Citizenship requirements: natural born citizen at time of Constitution (1787)

Age requirements:  35

Residency requirements:  14 years living in US

Compensation: can’t change amount while in office (currently $400,000/year plus housing and many other perks)

Oath: "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States."



	2 – Civilian power over the military, cabinet, pardon power, appointments


	Commander and Chief of the Army / Navy  

Commander and Chief of the Militia (of several states) “when in service of US”

Grant reprieves (postpone of cancel punishment)  and pardons:

Treaties:  2/3 of Senate has to agree

Appointment Ambassadors, public ministers, consuls, judges of the Supreme Court, heads of Cabinet: with advice of Senate

Fill up vacancies for if Senate in “recess” (break)

	3 – State of the Union, Convening Congress


	State of the Union:  “inform Congress” (not required but tradition for annual speech to Congress begun with Pres. Wilson; now speech between president and “the people”)

Convene both Houses if a disagreement between the House of Rep. and Senate

Receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers

	4 – Disqualification
	Removal from Office

Impeachment: (1) House of Rep., with majority vote, determines if president should be “impeached.” (2)  Senate hold a trial of president with Supreme Court Chief Justice as judge  (3) 2/3 of Senate for conviction; Senate votes on removing president from office.

(Four cases in US history:

· Andrew Johnson was actually impeached when Congress became unhappy with the way he was dealing with some post-Civil War matters, but Johnson was acquitted in the Senate by one vote and remained in office.

· Congress introduced a resolution to impeach John Tyler over state's rights issues, but the resolution failed.

· Congress was debating his impeachment over the Watergate break-in when President Richard Nixon resigned.

· William J. Clinton was impeached by the House on charges of perjury and obstruction of justice in relationship to his affair with White House intern Monica Lewinsky. Clinton was eventually acquitted by the Senate.)

Conviction of treason, bribery or other “high crimes and misdemeanors”  (criminal acts, abuse of power, violation of public trust)



	20th Amendment – Presidential, Congressional Terms


	#1 - Time / date for President/ VP:

ends Jan. 20
Time / date for Senators and Representatives:  end 3rd day of January
#3 – Succession:   If President dies…  Vice President, Speaker of the House, Senate Pro Tempore, Secretary of State…


	25th Amendment – Presidential Disability and Succession (1967)


	1.  Presidential resignation or death -  VP becomes president
2.  VP vacancy – President nominates a VP who has to be confirmed by majority vote of both House and Senate
3.  Acting President – Vice President becomes acting president if president has informed the Speaker of the House and the Senate Pro Tempore that he or she can’t perform his / her  duties
4.  President pro tempore of the Senate – go between for President and Congress
Speaker of the House of Representatives – go between for President and Congress
Number of days?  Congress has 48 hours to meet 
Vote of House of Rep. and Senate:  within 21 days; 2/3 vote by both the House and Senate


	The Presidential Succession Law of 1947
	Vice President

Speaker of the House of Representatives

President pro tempore of the Senate

Secretary of State

Secretary of the Treasury

Secretary of Defense

Attorney General

(and other Executive Cabinet positions based on when they were created)




The President of the United States

The President is the head of the Executive Branch. The powers of the President of the United States are set forth in Article II of the Constitution. Some of these powers the President can exercise in his own right, without formal legislative approval. Others require the consent of the Senate or Congress as a whole. The following is a list of duties of the President of the United States:
National Security Powers:
· Serves as the Commander-in-Chief of the armed forces. He can authorize the use of troops overseas without declaring war. To declare war officially, though, he must get the approval of the Congress.

· Makes treaties with other nations; however, the Senate must approve any treaty before it becomes official.

· Nominates ambassadors, with the agreement of a majority of the Senate.

· Receives ambassadors of other nations, thereby recognizing those lands as official countries.
Legislative Powers:
· Presents information on the state of the union to Congress.

· Recommends legislation to Congress. Despite all of his power, the President cannot write bills. He can propose a bill, but a member of Congress must submit it for him.

· Convenes both houses of Congress in special sessions.

· Approves laws passed by Congress.
Administrative Powers:
· "Take care that the laws be faithfully executed" -- Article II, Section 3

· Appoints the heads of each Executive Branch department as Chief of the Government. He also appoints ambassadors, Supreme Court Justices, and other officials, with the agreement of the majority of the Senate.

· Requests written opinions of administrative officials.

· Fills administrative vacancies during congressional recesses.
Judicial Powers:
· Grants reprieves and pardons for Federal crimes (except impeachment).

· Appoints Federal judges, with the agreement of the majority of the Senate.

The President's Lawmaking Role
The President plays a large role in making America's laws. His job is to approve the laws that Congress creates. When both chambers have approved a bill, they send it to the President. If he agrees with the law, he signs it and the law goes into effect.

If the President does not like a bill, he can veto it. There are two ways that he can veto a bill. First, the President can send the bill back to Congress unsigned. In most cases, he will also send a list of reasons he does not like the bill. Second, the President can "pocket" the bill. After ten days, one of two things happens: 1) if Congress is in session, the bill becomes a law anyway 2) if Congress has adjourned, the bill does not become law and the President has used a "pocket veto".

When the President vetoes a bill, it will most likely never become a law. Congress can override a veto, but to do so two-thirds of both the House of Representatives and the Senate must vote against the President.

Despite all of his power, the President cannot write bills. He can propose a bill, but a member of Congress must submit it for him or her.

More information: http://www.whitehouse.gov/our-government/executive-branch  

