AP U.S. Government and Politics
Summer 2012 Assignment

Teacher:  Ms. Sharer

Course web site:  www.apusgovt.weebly.com
Email:  historysharer@gmail.com 

Cell phone:  267-977-3652

Welcome to AP U.S. Government and Politics!   You will need a 3 ring, 1” – 1.5” binder and 8 dividers for the course.  Please purchase this during the summer when school supplies are often on sale.  Also, please contact me during the summer if you have any questions.
Assignment 1:  2012 Presidential Election
This assignment will count as one writing/project test grades for the first marking period.

· 4 articles (summary/reaction) and 2 responses to classmates’ posts

· class blog:  http://apusgovt.weebly.com/summer-2012-blog-posts.html 

In November 2012, the U.S. will hold local, state and national elections.  As a class, we will follow state and national elections and especially the presidential election.  

By July 31, 2012 and August 31, 2012, you will read at least 2 articles per month on the U.S. presidential election.  You may use any media source listed under "Media" on the AP US Gov't web site.  These include but are not limited to CNN, ABC / NBC / CBS / Fox News, British Broadcast Corp. (BBC),  National Public Radio (NPR), New York Times, Philadelphia Inquirer, Washington Post, Democracy Now, Politico, Christian Science Monitor, etc.  You are NOT limited to U.S. news sources.  You are encouraged to use new sources from other countries!

For each article you read, you will post on the class blog:  (1) Headline (title of article), (2) publication, (3) date of the article and (4) URL (link).  You will write (a) a one paragraph (at least 6 - 7 sentences) summary of the main ideas regarding the presidential election, and (b) your reaction to the article.  Your reaction may include any bias you detect by the author(s) including missing information, a list of unanswered questions related to the information in the article  and/or how the article might influence your opinion about the presidential candidates and their campaigns.

Besides posting your four articles, you will respond to TWO articles posted by classmates.  Your comments should be in response to your classmate's reaction.  You might have additional questions, may have read an article that agreed/disagreed with your classmate's article, etc.  You response should be no more than a paragraph.
Evaluation for EACH article on the presidential election:  (total of 4 articles during the summer)     Up to 30 points each
	
	1 – does not meet expectations
	3 – meets most expectations
	5 – meets expectations

	Punctual (done by July 31 or August 31)
	
	
	

	Include headline,  publication, date of the article and URL
	
	
	

	Complete summary paragraph
	
	
	

	Complete reaction paragraph
	
	
	

	Demonstrates understanding of topic related to presidential election
	
	
	

	Uses academic English (no text speak) and few obvious errors
	
	
	


Evaluation for  EACH response to classmates’ postings. (total of 2 responses) Up to 25 points each
	
	1 – does not meet expectations
	3 – meets most expectations
	5 – meets expectations

	Punctual (done by July 31 or August 31)
	
	
	

	Directly responds to classmate’s posting (topic, issue, reaction, etc.)
	
	
	

	Complete paragraph (6+ sentences)
	
	
	

	Demonstrates understanding of topic related to presidential election
	
	
	

	Uses academic English (no text speak) and few obvious errors


	
	
	


The following assignments will provide background information for the beginning of the course.  While reading the chapters, please annotate the chapter (e.g. underline or circle key ideas, writes comments/questions in the margins).  Also, keep a “vocabulary log” of words you want to remember (example listed after the assignments).

Assignment 2:  (9 questions; up to 5 points each = 45 points)
The Thirteen American Arguments:  Enduring Debates that Define and Inspire our Country  (Howard Fineman, 2008, 2009)

1)  Read Chapter 3 (photocopy):  “Who is an American? “ 
Complete the following questions and send your answers electronically to Historysharer@gmail.com by August 25, 2012.
Text to self:  (a)  What I just read reminded me of a time in my life when…

(b)  I agree with/understand _____________________ because in my own life…

(c)  I don’t agree with ______________________________ because in my own life…

(d)  My feelings when I read this were…

Text to text:  (a)  What I just read reminds me of a story/ article / poem / song / photo / painting / etc. because….

(b)  The text is different from other things I have read because …  

Text to world:  (a)  What I read reminds me of a thing that I learned in history because…

(b)  What I  read reminds me of what is going on in the world because…

(c ) What I read relates to the world around me / does not relate to the world around me because…
Assignment 3:  (9 questions; up to 5 points each = 45 points)
The Story of American Freedom (Eric Foner, 1998)
1)  Read chapter 1 (photocopy):  “The Birth of American Freedom”
Complete the following questions and send your answers electronically to Historysharer@gmail.com by August 25, 2012.
Text to self:  (a)  What I just read reminded me of a time in my life when…

(b)  I agree with/understand _____________________ because in my own life…

(c)  I don’t agree with ______________________________ because in my own life…

(d)  My feelings when I read this were…

Text to text:  (a)  What I just read reminds me of a story/ article / poem / song / photo / painting / etc. because….

(b)  The text is different from other things I have read because …  

Text to world:  (a)  What I read reminds me of a thing that I learned in history because…

(b)  What I  read reminds me of what is going on in the world because…

(c ) What I read relates to the world around me / does not relate to the world around me because…

SAMPLE  Vocabulary Log   (up to 30 points per chapter)
Text:  The Thirteen American Arguments, Chapter 3
	Term / phrase
	Definition based on context
	Image, synonym, antonym, or other way to remember the term/phrase

	GOP (pg. 38)
	Republican Party
	(GOP:  Grand Old Party)
mentions George Bush

	gaffe (pg. 38)
	A noticeable mistake made in a group
	Blunder, error, embarrassing mistake
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