Chapter 10

Thuy

Ad Hoc Structure: Task forces, committees, and informal groups of friends and advisers deal directly with the president. 

Cabinet: The fifteen largest and most influential agencies of the federal bureaucracy
Circular structure: The assistants in the West Wing report directly to the president, with no screening by the chief of staff. Also known as a wheel-and-spokes structure.
Divided government: When policymaking institutions of government (President, Senate, House) are divided among the parties. Requires more compromise; can lead to gridlock.
Electoral college: Constitutional system for electing president and vice president. Each state has electors = to number of senators + representatives. Citizens of state vote for candidate. Winner gets all Electoral College votes. Winner of majority of Electoral College votes becomes president. If no majority then President picked by House from top 3 candidates. 

Executive privilege: The President’s power to keep executive communications confidential, especially if they relate to national security.
Impeachment: Charges against a president approved by a majority of the House of Representatives
Impoundment of funds: From time to time presidents have refused to spend money appropriated by Congress.
Independent agencies: A regulatory agency part of the government of the United States established by Congress but works independently of the executive governmental departments in a supervisory role. Independent agencies can be qualified as either a public authority or a government agency.
Pocket vote: If a bill is proposed within 10 days of congress adjourning and the president does not sign it, it will die. Presidential coattails

Presidential succession: the plan to fill a vacancy in the presidency. If the President dies, resigns, or is impeached and convicted, the Vice President becomes President
Pyramid structure: Most assistants report through a hierarchy to a chief of staff, who then deals directly with the president
Twenty-fifth amendment: Establishing the succession to the presidency in the event of president’s death, resignation, or incapacity.
Twenty-second amendment: Limits the president to two terms.
Unified government: The same party controls the White House and both houses of Congress
Veto: The president vote against the legislation 
White house office: Part of the Executive Office of the President that includes the President’s key staff and most trusted personal advisors; members do not need senate confirmation.
