	  CHAPTER 3:


	Theories of Democratic Government (pgs.77-81)



	Section Title
	Summary of Key ideas/ definition of key terms
	Constitutional/ Court connections

	Power and Authority 
	a. Power is the ability to get another to act in accord with one’s intentions. 

b. Examining political power-(who holds government offices and how government officials behave in using power.)

c. Authority is the legal right to use power. 

d. Question of legitimacy what makes a law or constitution a source of authority. 

e. Constitution is almost universally accepted as a source of legitimacy.

f. Legitimacy is also based on the concept of democracy which means government by people.
	10th amendment: Powers not expressly given to federal government by the Constitution are reserved to states or the people. 
Constitution: A nation’s basic law, creates political institutions, assigns or divides power in government and often provides certain guarantees to citizens.

Elite Theory: Belief that American democracy is a sham; we really live in a plutocracy.



	The Meaning of Democracy 
	a. Aristotle’s basic definition democracy is “the rule of the many.”  He believed that a government was democratic, citizens participated directly by holding office and making policy (often called direct democracy)
b. Representative democracy which leaders gain office and power by means of a competitive contest for the votes of the people. 

c. Representative government has many problems:

_Leadership competition must be present. 

_Communication must be free and untainted so that voters can make meaningful choices. 

_Political parties must be allowed to compete. 

_Deciding which offices should be elected and which appointed. 

_The number of candidates allowed to compete before choices becomes confused. 

_The problem of who should pay for campaigns. 

d. In contrast, John Locke argued that a good government must exist with the consent of the governed and be overseen by majority rule. 

e. Those who opposed to direct democracy argue that citizens are limited by time, information, energy and expertise and might fall under the influence of fleeting passions or demagogues.
	American Political Culture: A set of basic, foundational values and beliefs about government that is shared by most citizens.
15th amendment: States cannot deny any person the right to vote because of race.
19th amendment: states cannot deny the right to vote based on gender.
26th amendment: States cannot deny the right to vote based on age (18+)
Buckley v Valeo: 1974 campaign finance case declared some federal limits on campaign contributions in FECA violated First Amendment.

	Distribution of Political Power
	a. Even in democracy, policy will reflect the views of those who are motivated to participate actively in policy making. 
b. This group is small and unrepresentative of overall electorate; it’s called the political elite. 

c. Political elites are groups that possess a disproportionate share of power and political scientists have four views to explain their actions: 

_Class view: View that the government is dominated by capitalists.

_ Power elite view: View that the government is dominated by a few top leaders, most of whom are outside of government.

_Bureaucratic view: View that the government is dominated by appointed officials.

_Pluralist view: The belief that competition among all affected interests hopes public policy. 
	

	Political Change 
	a. The evolution of our institutions and policies has not stopped but is continuing.
_Example: In the 1920s the general view was that the federal government should play a minimal role in people’s lives. By the 1840s, the United States sought to expand the nation into areas where Mexico and Canada had claims.

b. Political change is not always accompanied by changes in policy and law, but policy process if one of the best guides to who govern and how they govern.
	

	


