Chapter 5   Public Opinion and Political Beliefs Vocabulary 
	Term
	Definition 

	Conservative 
	A person whose political views favor more local, limited government, less government regulations, conformity to social norms &values; rough on criminals.

	Liberal 
	A person who favors a political philosophy of progress and reform and the protection of civil liberties.

	Moderate 
	Person whose views are between conservative and liberal and may include some of both ideologies.

	Political Cleavages
	A split in public opinion based on a demographic factor. Non-economic issues, usually determine party allegiance.

	Political Elite
	Persons with a disproportionate share of political power. 

	Political Ideology
	More or less consistent set of beliefs about what policies government ought to pursue.

	Political Socialization
	Process by which background traits influence one's political views. 

	Public Opinion
	How people think or feel about particular things. 


Chapter 6 Political Vocabulary

	Term 
	Definition 

	Activist
	People who tend to participate in all forms of politics. 

	Conventional Participation
	Political participation that attempts to influence the political process through well-excepted, often moderate forms of persuasion.

	Fifteenth Amendment
	States cannot deny any person the right to vote because of race. Third of three “ Reconstruction Amendments” passed after Civil War. First Voting Rights Amendment (with 19, 24 & 26). 

	Grandfather Clause
	A clause in registration laws allowing people who do not meet registration requirements to vote if they or their ancestors had voted before 1867. 

	Literacy Test 
	A requirement that citizens show that they can read before registering to vote. 

	Motor-votor Law 
	Register to vote when you update your license (1993).

	Nineteenth Amendment
	States cannot deny the right to vote based on gender.

	Poll Tax 
	A requirement that citizens pay a tax in order to register to vote. 

	Registered Voters
	People who are registered to vote. 

	Twenty-sixth Amendment
	States cannot deny the right to vote based on age (18+).

	Unconventional Participation
	Political participation that attempts to influence the political process through unusual o extreme measures, such as protests, boycotts, and picketing.

	Voting Right Act of 1965
	It provided for the federal government to register voters in states that discriminated against minority citizens. The result was the reenfran-chisement of southern blacks for the first time since the 1860s.

	White Primary 
	The practice of keeping blacks from voting in the southern states' primaries through arbitrary use of registration requirements and intimidation.


