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Supreme Court Cases You Should Know by Name

*Warren Court decisions
Civil Liberties – Speech

· Schenck v. United States (1919): “clear and present danger”

· West Virginia Board of Education v. Barnette (1943): pledge of allegiance

· Brandenburg v. Ohio (1969): “imminent lawless action” *

· Texas v. Johnson (1989): flag burning

· Tinker v. Des Moines (1968): speech in public schools *
Civil Liberties – Press

· New York Times v. Sullivan (1964) *
· New York Times Company v. United States (1971): “prior restraint”

· Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier (1987): student publications

Civil Liberties – Religious Establishment

· Engel v. Vitale (1962) *
· Lemon v. Kurtzman (1971): the three-pronged “Lemon test”

· Lynch v. Donnelly (1984): the “endorsement test”

· McCreary County v. ACLU (2005)
· Van Orden v. Perry (2005)

Civil Liberties – Free Exercise

· Reynolds v. United States (1879)

· West Virginia Board of Education v. Barnette (1943)

· Sherbert v. Verner (1962): the “compelling state interest” test *

· Employment Division v. Smith (aka Oregon v. Smith) (1990)

Civil Liberties – Rights of Criminal Defendants
· Mapp v. Ohio (1961): incorporation of the exclusionary rule *
· Gideon v. Wainwright (1963) *

· Miranda v. Arizona (1966) *
· Furman v. Georgia (1972): death penalty

Civil Liberties – Privacy 

· Griswold v. Connecticut (1965) *
· Roe v. Wade (1973)

· Planned Parenthood of Southeastern Pennsylvania v. Casey (1992): the “undue burden” test

· New Jersey v. T.L.O. (1984): “reasonable suspicion” not “probable cause” standard for public schools

· Lawrence and Garner v. Texas (2003): “sodomy” laws

Incorporation Cases

· Barron v. Baltimore (1833): Bill of Rights does not apply to the states
· Gitlow v. New York (1925): first incorporation case; First Amendment

· Mapp v. Ohio (1961) *
Civil Rights – Minorities

· Korematsu v. United States (1944)

· Lawrence and Garner v. Texas (2003)
· Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857) 

· Plessy v. Ferguson (1896)
· Brown v. Board of Education (1954)
· Swann v. Charlotte-Mecklenburg Board of Education (1971): school busing

· Regents of the University of California v. Bakke (1978)
· Gratz v. Bollinger (2003)
· Grutter v. Bollinger (2003)
Federalism

· McCulloch v. Maryland (1819)

· Gibbons v. Ogden (1824): broadly defines power of Congress under commerce clause

· Hammer v. Dagenhart (1918): example of limits on commerce clause in late 19th century and early 20th century

· Heart of Atlanta Motel v. United States (1964): example of post-1930s expansion of commerce clause *
· United States v. Lopez (1995): example of recent limiting of commerce clause

· Printz v. United States (1997)

· United States v. Morrison (2000)

· Gonzales v. Raich (2005)

Campaigns and Elections

· Buckley v. Valeo (1976)

· McConnell v. Federal Election Commission (2003): BCRA mostly constitutional

· Citizens United v. FEC (2010)

· Bush v. Gore (2000)

Legislative Branch
· Baker v. Carr (1962): Supreme Court has authority over redistricting; opened the way for cases that established redistricting rules *

· U.S. Term Limits v. Thornton (1995): Congressional term limits established by states are unconstitutional

Executive Branch

· Youngstown Sheet & Tube Co. v. Sawyer (1952): limits of executive orders
· United States v. Nixon (1973): executive privilege is allowed, but not in criminal cases
· Clinton v. New York (1998): line-item veto unconstitutional

Judicial Branch

· Marbury v. Madison (1803)

Legislation You Should Know By Name

· Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) (1990)

· Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act (McCain-Feingold Act) (2002)

· Budget Impoundment and Control Act (1974)

· Civil Rights Act (1964)

· Clean Air Act (1970)

· Federal Election Campaign Act (1972, 1974)

· Freedom of Information Act (1974)

· National Voter Registration Act (Motor Voter Law) (1992)

· No Child Left Behind (2001)

· USA PATRIOT Act (2001)

· Religious Freedom Restoration Act (1993) (voided by Supreme Court in 1997)

· Temporary Assistance to Needy Families Act (1996)

· Title IX of Education Amendments (1972)

· Violence Against Women Act (1994)

· Voting Rights Act (1965)
· War Powers Act (1973)
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